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THE PREFACE. 

E chief intention of the fol- 
lowing obſervations, is to re- 
commend a more general and early 
exhibition of Antimonials in Fevers. 


The importance of the ſubject 

claims the candour of the public; the 

= author hoping for this, ventures to 

| give the world what knowledge his 

experience and reflection have fur- 

niſhed him with, upon what he hopes 

may contribute to that moſt impor- 

tant of all arts, that of preſerving the 
human ſpecies. 
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Patients of their uſe and benefit. 


vi THE PREFACE. 


Many, without proper advice, have 
unmediate recoyrſe to ſuch medicines 
in every kind of Fever. But it ought 


powerful any medicine, the more ca- 


pable it is of doing harm in unſkilful 
hands; from ſuch procedure many 
have been greatly injured in their 
health, and the medicine has unde- 
ſervedly come into diſrepuce. 


It is a common notion, that Anti- 


monials are improper in Putrid Fe- 
vers. But this is a vulgar prejudica, 


and deſerves reprehenſion, as it has 
Seen the means of depriving many 


-The 


THE PREFACE. vi 


> The moſt material neglect is that 

8 of not giving them early in the diſeaſe, 

t whilſt the vital powers are ftrong, and 

e nature wants but . a little aſſiſtance to 

2 effect a cure. When the conſtitutiom 

1 is debilitated by the long continuance 

y of. a. Fever, when the powers of life 

ir are nearly exhauſted, when ſymptoms 
of conſiderable weakneſs and nervous 


affection have ſucceeded: thoſe of in- 
creaſed vaſcular action, what can we 


"oy deſtruction . of the ſmall degree of 


ſtrength remaining, and an-accelera- 
tion of the fate of the patient? 


2 2 In 


wi THE PREFACE. 

In order to deduce the propriety or 
impropriety of their uſe, the author, 
after ſome general reflections, gives a 

| ſhort account of Fevers in general; 
he then proceeds to each ſpecies or 
variety; Inflammation, general and 
topical, is next particularly treated of. 


Some may perhaps think the ſub- 
zect treated in too methodical a man- 
ner for general uſe. But the author 
is of opinion, that the theory of diſ- 
eaſes can never be perfectly under- 
ſtood without a ſtrit adherence to 
ſyſtem; and deſires not to be inſtru- 
mental in putting dangerous weapons. 
into the hands of ignorance. 

The 


THE PREFACE. ix 

The characters of the different 
kinds of Fever and Inflammations are 
given from that excellent work of 
Profeſſor Cullen, his Neſologia ME.. 
thodica;, a work of the greateſt merit 
and utility. I wiſh, for the ſake of 
public health, that it was generally 
attended to by practitioners, a perſon 
well verſed therein would ſeldom 
miſtake one diſeaſe for another. Ju- 
vat integros accedere fontes. 


. | 

r The claſſification. of the ſymptome 
0 is taken from Dr. Fordyce, the au- 

* thor thinking ſuch a mode of arrange- 

1s. ment uſeful in itſelf, and a means 


of avoiding diſguſting repetitions. 
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USE OF ANTIMONIALS 
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\UBST ANCES poſſeſſing the moſt 
active medicinal virtue, are gene- 
rally of a poiſonous nature; they may 
conſequently be the cauſe of much 
miſchief when unſkilfully given, ei- 
ther as to the doſe, or from erroneous 


curative indications. 
A This 


110 2 J, 
This has been more eſpecially the 
caſe with the various preparations of 
Antimony. ak 


This mineral was frequently uſed 

by the ancients, but, as far as can be 
gathered from their writings, they 
never gave it internally. The Che- 
miſts, about the fifteenth century, paid 
conſiderable attention to it; they be- 
gan an analytic examination into its 
properties as a compound, in the 
courſe of which, various preparations 
of it were accidentally diſcovered, 
fraught with powerful medical vir. 
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Their uſe became ſoon after pretty 
general, chiefly as evacuants, and al- 
_ teratives, in venereal and leprous dif- 
orders. * 1 — 


But from an unſkilful exhibition ot 
theſe active remedies, many examples 
of great miſchief were obſerved; by 
which Phyſicians were induced to run 
into the other extream, and in forme 
parts they were excluded from the 
Materia Medica. In France, the par- 
liament was induced to publiſly an 
arret, forbidding the uſe of Antimony 
in medicine, upon the moſt ſevere 
penalties. Thus were the lives of the 
communiry ſacrificed to prejudice. 

A 2 This 


j++ 4 
This ſuſpicion, however, . abated 
by degrees, it was found that the 
fault lay more upon the preſcriber 
than the medicine; the indiction was 
at length taken off, and the uſe of 
Antimonials became univerſal. 


But ſtill the uſe of chem was as al- 
teratives and evacuants. Indeed they 
were the emetics generally uſed for 
many years, and often operated with 
a greater degree of violence than was 
wiſhed for by the Phyſician, or could 
be well ſupported by the Patient. 
Hence the great Sydenham (O3/. Med. 
p. 28) lamented that he was frequent- 
I deterred from vomiting in children. 

and 


G 
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and perſons of a weak and delicate 
frame, becauſe of the violence of the 
Antimonial emetics, tho' they were 


urgently indicated. Ipecacuanha was 


not at that time come into uſe. 


Nor was it even ſuſpected that An- 
timonials were poſſeſſed of any ſpecific 
febrifuge quality; this diſcovery, like 
moſt others of the - greateſt uſe and 
importance, was more the effect of 
chance, than- of preconceived, or _ 
oretical reaſoning; . 


The metallic part of Antimony, 
when deprived of the ſulphur with 
which it is naturally combined, is a 

A 3 medicine 
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medicine of the greateſt activity yet 
known; the ſmalleſt portion of it is 


capable of producing alarming effects. 


under certain circumſtances, ' yet it 
may be ſo managed as to open any of 
the emunctories, or all of them at 
once. 


This metallic part of Antimony 
is the baſis of all Antimonial medi- 
cines now in uſe. The chief of which 
are Dr. James's Powder; Tartarus 
Emeticus; Vitrum Antimonii Cera- 
tum; Vinum, and Tinctura Anti- 
monii; and the Kermes Mineral, in 
France. | 

It 


wm > a 2 p © 


7 

It is a frequent complaint againſt 
all theſe preparations, that they are 
apt greatly to vary in their degree of 


ſtrength; ſo that ſometimes a. very 
ſmall doſe ſhall have too powerful an 
effect; at others, an increaſed one 


mall have little activity. 


It certainly greatly behoves the 
operator to be very circumſpect in 
every part of the proceſs for the pre- 


paration of ſuch powerful remedies, 


as a ſeeming trivial neglect in this 


point may be productive of * ſe-⸗ 
rious conſequences. 


Tet 
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Yet it will happen, that any An- 
timonial medicine, however ſkilfully 
prepared, ſhall be found at times un- 
certain in its operation, which may 
proceed from ſome peculiarity in the 
patient's conſtitution, the diagnoſtics 
of which we are ignorant of; a viſcid, 
or ſome other kind of ſaburra in the 
ſtomach or bowels, preventing its 
ſtimulus, or increaſing its. virulence; 
ſome peculiarity in the diſeaſe, or given 
upon wrong indications; or ſome er- 
ror in the conduct of the patient. I 
have known four grains of the Eme- 
tic Tartar given to a youth. of ſix- 
teen without cauſing even the ſlighteſt 
nauſea; ſuch was the peculiarity of 
that 


SE 

that patient; half a grain of the ſame T 
ſeldom failed, in 3 to * 
emetic. 


Dr: James's Powder, and the Eme- 
tic Tartar, are the Antimonials now 

in general uſe, and equally efficacious, 
provided that they are properly pre- 
pared. But various opinions have 
been held regarding the ſuperiority of 
theſe two capital remedies. 


Dr. Badenach, in his obſervations on 

the Bilious Fever of the Eaſt- Indies, 
(Med. Obſ. and Inquiries, vol. 4, p. 156) 
expreſſes himſelf as follows: With 
* this intention, I have given many 
. cc papers 
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papers of Dr. James's Powder, with 
great benefit. I uſually ordered five 
1 grains of it in water every two hours, 
“ until it had the deſired effect; and 
« muſt acknowledge it deſerved the 
<« preference to the other preparations 
of Antimony.” 


This powder ſeems not to have an- 
ſwered ſo well with Dr. Clark, (en 
the Diſeaſes in long Voyages in hot 
Countries ) who ſays, © Sometimes I 
“have given Dr. James's Powder; but 
« from what I have ſeen, muſt obſerve, 
« that it is amuch more uncertain An- 
- 8 timonial than Emetic Tartar, fre- | 
« quently lying inert in the ſtomach 
« and 


\ 
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and bowels.for ſeveral hours, and 
« afterwards operating with great 
violence. | 


I ſhall not preſume to decide be- 
twixt them, but am myſelf convin- 
ced, from repeated comparative trials,. 
of their being equally efficacious 
when duly prepared; like all other 
Antimonials, they will, as hath been 
above mentioned, ſometimes diſap- 
point the expectation of. the practi- 
tioner. Z 

Hence, I muſt own a preference 
to the Emetic Tartar, and for this 
obvious reaſon, I know its prepara- 


tion, 


4 


f m2 ] 

tion, and ſtrength, and cam ealculate 
its doſe with exactneſs and preciſion. 
But, notwithſtanding this, I ſhould 
think it incumbent upon me, when 
intruſted with the life of a fellow iſ 
creature, a ſituation very painful to | 
a ſenſible mind, to be very careful, 
leſt, thro' ſome kind of prejudice, 


or from erroneous concluſions, I 
might be drawn into a miſtake, fatal 
to y patient's health and my own 
repoſe. 
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7 IHE febrifuge virtues of Anti- 
ald i monials do not ſolely depend 
hen Bl upon their operation as evacuants, 


they are obſerved equally efficacious 


follows their uſe, provided a gentle 
and continued nauſea be maintained. 


generally prove emetic, frequently 
purge, by which any putreſcent mat- 
ter accumulated in the prime viz is 
evacuated, to the great relief of the 
patient. | 


1 4 
A 


in caſes where no ſenſible evacuation 


| Whentaken into the ſtomach, they 


Probably | 
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Probably their febrifuge effect pro- 
ceeds from their peculiar action upon 
the nerves of the ſtomach, and ths 
mediation of that remarkable ſympa- 
thy fubſiſting between that organ and 
the extreme capillary veſſels, ſome 
ſpaſmodic conſtriction is taken off, 
and reſolved. 
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Thus Antimonials appear to act by W 
bringing on an artificial criſis, or uni- 
verſal relaxation of the vaſcular ſyſ. 
tem. We know that they have had 
the wiſhed- for effect when the ſkin 
becomes moiſt and ſoft, the urine 
thick and depoſiting a ſediment, and 
the pulſe ſlower and ſofter. 


* 
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remove; in a few hours, all the vio- 
lent ſymptoms of a fever, and the 
fever itfelf in a wonderful manner: 
But, in order to effect this, it is 


neceſſary that the conſtriction be uni- 


verſally taken off, which is generally 


attended with evacuations from all 
the emunctories at once. 


Yet evacuations from the prime 


viæ are not neceſſarily required, as J 


have many times obſerved. Dr. Lind 
(Eſſay on Diſeaſes of hot Climates) 
ſpeaking of Dr. James's Powder, ſays, 
„And it was remarked, that this 
*« ſpeedy and ſalutary effect was pro- 

*<* duced, 


By this means they will frequently + 


* 


fever. 
is the buſineſs of art to obviate the 
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« dueed, whether the medicine evacu- 
« ated. by ſtool, or acted only as an al- 
< terative; and it ſeemed not to depend 
upon the benefit of any evacuation, 
<« but upon the ſpecific febrifuge vir- 


<« tue of the powder.” From repeated 


trials, I find the Tartarus Emeticus 
poſſeſſed of a virtue eminently febri- 


fuge, and ſimilar to that of Dr. 


James's Powder. 


We have ſaid above, that Antime- 
nials appear to act, by bringing on 
an artificial criſis, or reſolution of the 
After this end is obtained, it 


return of freſh paroxiſms, by tonics, 
and 


bil 
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Wand medicines that take off irrita- 
WF bility, eſpecially the Cortex. 


= Indeed, was the doctrine of Fevers, 
W 23 taught in the Stahlian ſchools, 
W conſonant to nature, little would be 
left for the Phyſician to do in this 
Wclaſs of diſcaſes; but that doctrine 
has been long loſing ground, and the 
introduction of Antimonials into 
practice ſufficiently juſtifies ſuch dif. 


= The ancient Phyſicians, eſpecially 
WHippocrates, were careful obſervers 


* f diſeaſes, particularly attentive to 
& e efforts of nature in effecting a 
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criſis in Fevers, and to the days more 
obſervable for its appearance. Many 
of the moderns caution us not to 
interfere at ſuch times, but, leaving 
the diſeaſe to nature, to wait patient. 
-ly for the iſſue. 


But where is the power of art 
Methinks ſuch a procedure is ſimilar 
to that of a General, who ſuffers his 
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army to be cut off regiment by reg 


ment, when, by one general engage 


ment, he might have been ſure af 
victory, and that with a ſmall loſs oil 


his men. Thus, in Fevers, the vires 


-vitze were gradually deſtroyed by tel 


«continuance of the diſeaſe, and the 
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many, but inſuſicient, attempts of 
nature to bring about a cure. 


Of this the books de Morbis Epi- 
demicis, of that truly great man, are 
a melancholy proof. But, when we 
conſider the climate and fituation of 
ancient Greece, the conſtitutions of 


its inhabitants, effeminated by lux- 


ury, and unnerved by debauchery, 
their confined Materia Medica, their 
imperfect knowledge of the animal 


cructure and ceconomy, and the pu- 
rrid nature of their endemic diſeaſes, 
Ve cannot but remember him with 
Vonour and admiration. 


B 2 There 
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There is a certain inherent proper- 


ty in an animal body, by which, 


when in a diſcaſed ſtate, it endea- 
yours to reſtore itſelf to health. 


a Thus, in every Fever, unaſſiſted by 


art, repeated attempts towards a eure 
are obſervable, by ſweats, cloudy 
urine, &c. but we. daily ſee how in- 


ſufficient they generally are to pro- 
duce a cure. It is the buſineſs of art 


to aſſiſt nature in ſuch her attempts; 


much ſubſequent miſchief may often- 


4imes be prevented by impelling her. 


When any extraneous body is lodged 
in a wound, and ſuffered to remain 
there, great inflammation, ſuppura- 


:tion, and ulceration, and at times 


death 


["zr ] 


[- death itſelf, are the conſequences 5- 
, nor will the ſore ever heal until the 
a irritating ſubſtance be removed. But. 
h. had the aſſiſtance of art been called 
Dy in at the beginning,. the ſurgeon, by. 
* dilating the wound, and extracting 
dy the extraneous body, would eaſily 
in- have prevented all ſuch miſchief. 
o- This may, I think, be applied to 
art Eevers. | | 

* ba 

en- The introduction of Antimonialss 
er. into practice, in Fevers, is an impor- 
ed 


tant æra to the community; and, I 
am certain, has been the happy means 
of preſerving the lives of thouſands. 
Yet, moſt certain it is, that there are 
B 3 ſome 
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ſome kinds of Fever, that, from a 


concurrence of unfortunate accidents, 
have, and will continue to be the 
ſcourge of the human race. Not- 
withſtanding the declaration of an in- 
genious Phyſician, who ſays, I ſhall 
ever fear a Phyſician is in fault, if 
4a perſon dies of a Fever, to whom 
46 he has been called, whilſt any de- 
« pree of ſtrength remained, and the 
te patient could be obedient to his di- 
© rections.” (Dr. Sim's Obſ. on Epi- 
demic Diſorders, Sc. p. 87.) 


Altho' their febrifuge powers are 
now pretty generally known, yet 
many, either from ignorance, timi- 

dity, 
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dity, ar a more reprehenfible: reaſon, 


defer giving them at a proper time of 


the diſeaſe; and, remaining indolent+ + 


ſpectators. of the. patient's. ſituation, 
ſuffer him to fall a victim to a Fever, 
furniſhed with no better defenſive. 
weapons than a few faline draughts, a- 
gly.cer of water-gruel,.and perhaps a 
bliſter.. | 


It is certainly our duty to give the 
moſt ſpeedy and effectual means of 


recovery, not to defer our attempts 


to produce a criſis, till the vital 


powers are too much weakened to- 


undergo the ſtruggle. I do not intend 
by this to recommend ſuch active 


medicines 


y 


\ firſt doſe, the ſubſequent ſhould be 
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medicines to every one's trial; they 
ought to be cautiouſly given, and 
only by thoſe who are qualified to 
judge of the propriety of their uſe, 
to foreſee what may happen, and be 
ready to affiſt or diminiſh their ef. 
fects, as the ſituation of the ſick, 
and the urgency of the caſe may re- 


quire. | 


I amr convinced that we are often 
diſappointed. in our expectations from 
Antimonials, by an erroneous mode 
of exhibition; and that, when we 
obſerve no ſenſible effect from the 


increaſed as the caſe may require. 
This 
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This is Dr. James's method, to whicke 
I attribute much of his ſucceſs. 


But here no ſmall caution and ſkilk 
is. required, without which, the doſes 
being accumulated in the ſtomach, 
an operation more violent than might 
be eaſily bore with, may chance to 
be the conſequence, 


SEC 
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SECTION II. 


. 


T may be uſeful to premiſe a few 

general obſervations upon the cau- 
ſes of Fevers, their ſymptoms, . and. 
the cure of each, ſo far as concerns 
the exhibition of Antimonials. 


Fevers are produced by violent 
paſſions of the mind; the action of 
cold upon a body, previouſly much 
heated; the application of morbid, 
and ſtimulating matter to the living 
fibres; the retention of the excre- 
tions, &c. N 


Fevers 


[27] 
Fevers are molt. of them diſtin- 


guiſnable into three ſtages: the firſt 


attending or preceding the hot fit, 
denoting ſpaſm and debility; the ſe- 
cond denoting increaſed action and 
W ſpaſm, an attempt to eliminate the 
morbid cauſe out of the ſyſtem; the 
W third,. or criſis, attended with relaxa- 
tion and increaſed action. 


1. Symptoms of the firſs Stage of 


FEVER. 


Languor, wearineſs, weakneſs, cold- 
neſs, trembling, inſenſibility, horripi- 
latio, paleneſs, dry and foul tongue, 
thirſt, tranſparent urine, coſtiveneſs, 
lividity of the extremities, frequent 

| | ſmall © 
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ſmall pulſe, pain in the limbs; joints, 
head, blindneſs, delirium, anxiety,. 
oppreſſion about the breaſt, quick 
reſpiration, rigor and horror, flatu- 


oth 


vel 


lencies, loſs of appetite, nauſea and * 
vomiting. Fordyce*s Elements, p. 2. * 
| e i at 
From - theſe ſymptoms it - appears in 
that the nervous energy is depreſſed ; * 
that the diameter of the extream ca- 1 
pillary veſſels are leſſened by a ſpaſ- 4 
modic conſtriction, ſo as to obſtruct hs 
the free circulation of the blood thro? 
their cavities; ſometimes the blood 
plainly ſtagnates, as is known from 4 
the livid colour of the lips, nails, and Y 
r | bt, 


other 
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| other parts having only a chin ca- 


vering. 


During chis ſtage of Fever, the na- 
ture and progreſs of the future diſeaſe 
may often be. foretold by a diligent 
attention to the ſtate of the patient; 
in order to effect which, we ſhall be 
aſſiſted by diſtinguiſhing the fymp- 
toms as depending upon a morbid af- 
fection of two diſtinct ſyſtems, the 
nervous, and the vaſcular. 


| When the diſeaſe is attended, from 


the firſt, onſet, with. great languor, 
weakneſs, ſudden loſs of ſtrength, de- 


cction, anxiety, ſighing, nauſea, ſick- 


T 90 1 
neſs, quick and weak pulſe, deſpair WW 
of recovery, and tears, there is great 

, reaſon to ſuſpect the ſituation of the 


of - contagion, of ſome ſedative miaſ- 
mata introduced into the ſyſtem, de- 
-prefling the nervous power, and un- 
ö dermining the principles of life. Such 
"i is the firſt attack of Putrid Fevers. 
rt When the cold;fit comes on-with- 
1 out ſuch previous fymptoms of -ner- 
#1 vous affection, the ſubſequent Fever 
Wil 2s generally of the inflammatory kind, 
chiefly confined to the vaſcular ſyſtem. 
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In the firſt caſe, when, by the al- 

ſiſtance of art, the ſpaſmodic conſtric- 
tion is taken off, the circulation of 
the blood rendered free and equable, 
or ſuch ſymptoms as depended on vaſ- 
cular irritation, are removed, yet ſuch 
as proceeded from a diſordered ſtate 
of the nervous ſyſtem, ſtill remain. 
Hence, after the Fever is cured, the 


patient continues to ſuffer a variety 
of diſtreſſing ſymptoms, requiring the 
utmoſt ſkill to obviate relapſes, and 


preſerve the patient. Therefore, 
when, previous to the formal attack 


of a Fever, we find, upon inquiry, that 


the patient had laboured under ſuch 
ſeyere ſymptoms of nervous depreſſion 


Tor 


if 


1 32 ] 
For ſome days, we- have juſt grounds 
for expeCting a tedious and dangerous 
diſeaſe, and -a flow, ; uncertain reco- 
very. This is particularly-exemplt- 
fied in the Nervous Fever. 


In Fevers where the cold fit is 
violent, but not preceded by ſuch 


ſymptoms of debility and nervous de- 
preſſion, the removal of the vaſcular 
irritation is the cure of the diſeaſe, 
Here, though the action of the veſ- 
ſels may be ſo increaſed as to threaten 
immediate danger, yet the diſeaſe 
may, by prudent management, be 
often ſuddenly cured, and the pa- 
tient ſhall as ſuddenly recover his 
uſual 


* . = 
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13831 
uſual health, as the nervous ſyſtem 
is left little diſturbed; for an example 
take the acute Inflammatory Fever. 


Inflammatory diatheſis generally 


begins with a ſudden and violent 
cold fit, without any previous ner- 
vous ſymptoms, and may be often 
as ſuddenly cured. But this admits 


of two exceptions; the firſt, a very 
frequent caſe, when it attacks a per- 
ſon already ill of a Fever, for here the 


Fever will remain-after the inflamma- 
tory diatheſis is taken off: the ſecond 
is, when inflammation attacks ſuch 


parts as poſſeſs extraordinary degrees 


of irritability, as the ſubſtance of the 
2 brain 


9 * 


191] 
ſymptoms of violent nervous affection 
are quickly induced. 


Hence it appears how neceſſary it 
is to inquire diligently into the ſitua- 


t 
tion of a patient at the commence- y 
ment of a Fever, as it may give con- 0 
ſiderable inſight into its nature, tho 
you may chance to be called in late 2 
in the diſeaſe. 

* . When theſe ſymptoms of the firſt 
ſtage of Fever are ſo violent as to q 
threaten life, they are to be taken off - 
by relaxants, as antimonials, the j 
warm bath; by ſtimulants, as bliſ- 2 


ters, 


[ 35 ] 
ters, ſinapiſms; and a cordial re- 


If they ariſe not to ſuch a height 
as to kill the patient, which is ſome- 
times obſerved in the Plague, and the 
molt Malignant Fevers, they are ſuc- 
ceeded by the ſecond ſtage. 


2. Symptoms of the ſecond Stage of 
Fever S HOT Fir. 


A great and univerſal heat; a 
ſtrong full pulſe, or ſometimes a 
very frequent ſmall one; great pain 
in the head, back, limbs, and 
joints; univerſal ſoreneſs, redneſs, 
and dryneſs of the ſkin; high colout- - 
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153005 
ed urine, but without ſediment; par- 
tial ſweats, eſpecially about the head 
and breaſt; ſtupor and delirium. 
Fordyce's Elements. 


Theſe fymptoms ſhew a great irri- 
tation of the vaſcular ſyſtem, great 
intenſeneſs of motion in the blood, 
and are the efforts of nature to reſolve 
the conſtriftion, produce-equable cir- 
culation, and effect a natural cure; 
which we know is not yet effected 
from the hardneſs of the pulſe, the 
dryneſs of the ſkin, violent thirſt, 
and high-coloured, tranſparent urine. 
At length, however, by the opera- 


tion of the natural powers, or. the aſ- 


ſiſtance 


ci 


fy 


[37 ] 
fiſtance of art, the reſiſtance to the 


circulation is taken off, and a: criſis 


is effected. 


When danger is apprehended from 
the ſtrong action of the veſſels in this 
ſtage, it is obviated, and nature aſ- 
ſiſted, by bleeding according to the 
patient's ſtrength; by ſedatives, as 
antimonials, neutral ſalts, acids, ſa- 
line laxatives and glyſters, low diet, 
plentiful dilution, pediluvia, a pru-- 
dent uſe of opiates: 


3: Symptoms of CR1s1s. 


The pulſe becomes free, ſoft, and - 
full; all the ſecretory organs are re- 
C 3 laxed; 
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TT 
laxed; hence a ſoft, warm, univer- 
{ally moiſt ſkin, moiſt rongue, purg- 
ing, urine more copious, turbid when 
cold, and depoſiting a copious ſedi- 
ment; univerſal and plentiful ſweats. 
The patient recovers his health, but 
is greatly weakened; or an inflamma- 
tion, or hemorrhage ariſes in ſome 
part of the body. Fordyce's Elements. 


We know by theſe ſymptoms, that 


the obſtacle to the free circulation of 


the blood is intirely removed: the 
redneſs of the circumference proves 
that fluid to have a free paſſage into 
the extream arteries, and the univerſal 
ſweats and increaſed ſecretions, in ge- 

neral, 


39 ] 
neral, aſſure us that the paſſage of the 
fluids, thro' the moſt minute veſſels, 
is now become perfectly free. But, 
during this increaſed impetus of the 
circulation, it ſometimes happens, 
that the coats of ſome particular ſets 
of blood-veſſels are too weak ſuffici- 
ently to reſiſt the expulſive force of 
the heart; hence ariſes a dangerous 
inflammation, attended with the 
ſymptoms of inflammatory diatheſis; 


or a rupture takes place, followed 


by an hæmorrhage. 


Such are the ſymptoms denoting a 
criſis, or ſolution of a Fever, whether 
brought on by the efforts of nature 


alone, 


[ 40 ] 


alone, or the aſſiſtance of art. And it 


may be obſerved, that the more vio- 
lent the cold fit, the more remarkable 
is the ſucceeding hot one, and the 
greater the latter, the more evident 
the criſis. 


All inflammations of ſenſible parts, 
whether original diſeaſes, or ſubſe. 
quent to Fever, when ſo violent as to 
affect the ſyſtem in general, and not 
in very weak and irreſiſtible habits, 
are attended with the ſymptoms fol- 
lowing. 


_ Symp- 
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46 Symptoms denoting INFLAMMATORY 


— DraTHEs1s. N 
The ſymptoms of was 


Diatheſis, or general inflammation, | 


by ſome called Inflammatory Fever, 
are, a hard, ſtrong, full, and quick 
pulſe, . the blood being more fluid, 
ſo that the red globules fall to the 


bottom, the coagulable lymph coa- - 


gulating ſtrongly, ſwims at the top, 
forming what is called the buff; fre- 
quent reſpiration, often a cough; a 
dry white tongue and thirſt; reſtleſs- 


neſs; urine turbid when cold, gene- 


rally depoſiting a lateritious ſediment; 
univerſal ſwelling, heat, and red- 
neſs; watchfulneſs; ſtupor; deliri- 

um; 


£4 


[4] 


umz red ſwelled eyes, followed ſome- 


times with a violent, at others, a low 
mattering delirium, often terminating 
in convulſions and death. 


Some may, upon a (light. view, 
imagine that theſe ſymptoms differ not 
from thoſe of the ſecond ſtage of Fe- 
ver, both of them denoting ſtrong vaſ- 
cular irritation. Inflammatory Diathe- 
ſis ſeems to be a diſeaſe of the vaſcu- 


lar ſyſtem alone, attacking ſuddenly, 
and not preceded by ſymptoms de- 
noting nervous affection. In Fever, 
both the vaſcular and nervous ſyſtem 
are in a diſordered ſtate; the ſymp: 
toms of the ſecond ſtage muſt neceſſa- 

rily 


rih 


1 
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rily be preceded by thoſe of the firſt, 
of which it brings about the natural 
cure. | 


Inflammatory Diatheſis is taken off. 
by bleeding and ſaline purgatives, 
by relaxants, eſpecially antimonials 
and the mental falts, low diet, warm 
bathing. Being a diſeaſe ſo much 
confined to the vaſcular ſyſtem, the 
reaſon ſeems to appear, why it gives 
way ſo well to evacuations, eſpecially 
bleeding. 


The ſtrong action of the veſſels in 
Fever and Inflammatory Diatheſis, 
vhen not cured, muſt be followed by 
| death; 


( 44 ] 
death; and that ſometimes quickly by 


a furious delirium, or more remotely ur 
by weakneſs and nervous affections. rel 
For by the violent and continued ac- de 
tion of the veſſels, the ſolids are de- ſer 
bilitated, the healthy craſis of the in 
blood is deſtroyed; ſymptoms of vio- as 
lent nervous irritation come on ſooner tic 
or later, and the patient is taken off M 
3. Symptoms of WEAKNESS. and 
IRRITABILIT V. R 
Cold ſweats; purging; pale urine; de 
partial ſecretions in general; a ſmall, 01 
quick, trembling pulſe; nauſea, ſick- 
neſs; great depreſſion of ſtrength; 
faintings; coldneſs of the extremities; P 


ſtupor; 


[ 3s } 


fupor; / pulſe loſt in the arm; invo- 


luntary ſtools and urine; univerſal 
reſtleſſneſs and want of fleep; a low 


delirium ; ſubſultus tendinum; ſuper- 
ſenſation; convulſions, ſoon ending 
in death. Symptoms of putrid blood, 
as a black furr upon the tongue; fœ- 
tid breath; black urine ; paſſive hæ- 
morrhages; petechiz. 


In ſome of the worſt kind of Patrid 
Fevers, theſe ſymptoms are in ſome 
degree obſervable from the firſt attack, 
or quickly make their appearance. 


When ſymptoms of weakneſs - ap- 
pear, a fuller diet and a cordial: re- 


Simen 


1 
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gimen become neceſſary ; wine, as 
ſack, madeira, claret; ſtimulants, as 
moſchus, volatile alcali, camphor, 
ſerpentaria, &c. are indicated. Ir. 
ritability ariſing towards the end of 


Fever, is taken off by the cortex, in 1 

ſome caſes by the action of cold. 1 
1 Regarding the diet proper in Fevers, a 
. it cannot in general be too low, con- q 
- ſiſting chiefly of diluents, and food 
Why d 
4 from the vegetable kingdom. The 4 
N | rule I would wiſh -to obſerve, is, to ö 
L obey the diftates of nature; food c 


ſhould not be forced upon the ſick; 
which is often too officiouſly done; 
ut when they have a ſtrong. deſire 

for 


1 47 ] 


for it, I think it ought not to be de- 


nied, though we cannot altogether re- 
concile it to theory. 


The moſt ſcrupulous care ſhould 


be taken that the patient breathe a 


pure, temperate air. The chamber 
ought, if poſſible, to be large and 
well ventilated, not cloſe, or made 
hot with fires. The external air 
ſhould be let in at proper times of the 
day, by opening the door, or win- 
dows, care being taken that the pa- 
tient be not expoſed to any current. 
Or the air in the ſick chamber may 
be artificially cooled, by ſprinkling 

| | the 


ti s 
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the floor with aromatic waters, &c. 
as of roſes, lavender. 


The patient ſhould not have the 
air confined within his bed, by draw- 
ing the curtains cloſe, by which he is 
continually inſpiring the ſteams of his 
own .body, now rendered putreſcent 
by a Fever; it is an imprudent cuſtom 
to allow many people at one time to 
ſit in the chambers of the ſick. But 
the greateſt care ſhould be. taken that 
every ſource of filth and corruption 
be removed with all poſlible expe- 
dition. 


'Daily 


( 49 ] „5 
Daily experience proves the per⸗ 
nicious effects of a cloſe and foul air 
in Fevers. How often has a Feverg 


. 


&c. 


which appeared flight in other ſitu - 
"P tions, become irregular, anomalous, = 
wy and aſſumed a malignant form, in 
bo hoſpitals, Jails, ranſport-ſhips, and 
TE: other crouded places ? | | 
tom | 
= The feptic effluvia from putrid 


animal bodies are the chief cauſe of 
Putrid Fevers. Sir John Pringle 
mentions a Fever of this kind in the -- 
camp- hoſpital, cauſed by a perſon ly- 
ing in one of the wards with a morti- 
fied limb, the weather being hot, and 
the place very cloſe and unventilated. 

D An 


1 d; and one of the principal 


+> Cauſes of its ſpreading, is the effluvia 


kt 


loaded with the ſteams from . putrid 
vegetables, operate in the ſame man- 
ner, and prove equally dangerous to 
-health. . 


There is another univerſal cuſtom, 
which deſerves particular | cenſure, 
which is that of ſuffering the ſick to 
he weltering in his own putrid ſweats, 
from an opinion that danger muſt ne- 
| cCeſſarily 
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ceſſarily attend the putting on of clean 


linen; or, if this is ſubmitted to, the 
ſhirt muſt be worn, or the ſheets pre- 


viouſly laid in by another'perſon be- 


little moiſture as poſſible ought to be 


allowed to lodge about the patient. 


For the ſame reaſon, the linen, pre- 
vious to its being put upon the fick, 
ought never to be worn by any perſon, 

as it effectually becomes damp by the 


perſpiration and ſweat of the moſt 
W perſon. 1 * * 


D 2 As 


fore they are uſed by the ſiek perſon- 
We know that cold is univerſally ge- 
nerated by evaporation; hence, as 


t 52 ] 
As oon as the ſweat ſpontaneouſly 
declines, or when it becomes neceſſary 
to check it, all the wet linen about 
the ſick ought to be removed, and 
freſh, well dried by the fire, .be laid 
in their place; this always, gives great 
comfort and refreſhment to the pati- 
ent, weak and ineryvated by a profuſe 
evacuation. But this has ſometimes 


been complied with, with ſuch fear and 


tender reluctance, that if any ſiniſter 
event had happened in the future 
courſe of the Fever, I am certain it 
would have been attributed to the 
changing of the filthy linen alone. 
It is neceſſary, however, to be pe- 
remptory in directions, where we are 

| certain 


certain of their utility, though they 
may be contrary to prejudice; or vul-- 
gar opinions. | 


In all Fevers, more eſpecially thoſe 
of the Putrid kind, or ſuch as have 
ariſen from infection, the convaleſ- 
cent will be much aſſiſted in his reco- 


very, and with more certainty ſecu- 


red from relapſes, by am entire change: 
not only of his own cloathes, but 
alſo of his bed and room. I cannot 
but ſtrongly ſuſpect the moſt perni- 
cious effects from the patient's conti- 
nuing to inſpire a confined air, load- 
ed with putreſcent matter, diminiſhing 
not only its vivifying quality, but 

55 oper ating 
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1 
operating as a ſlow, but certain poi- 
ſon upon the brain and nervous ſyſ- 
tem. I would likewiſe adviſe, that 
garden-pots, with plants growing in- 
them, be placed in the room of a 
perſon ſick of a Fever; the conſtant 
evaporation not only keeps the air 
ſweet and cool, but ſome experiments 
of Dr. Hunter and Dr. Prieſtley point 
out more important effects from 


Mſe next proceed to a more Cir- 


cumſtantial account of the different 
kinds of Fever, that we may better 
underſtand the uſe of Antimonials in 
them. In order to which, ſome kind 
EY 


nt 
er 
in 
nd 
at: 
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of method muſt be uſed ; in this, we 


ſhall chiefly follow the illuſtrious pro- 


feſſor Cullen (Synopſis Noſalog. Metht- - 
dice); ſuch a diviſion as is there 
given, is certainly of the utmoſt 
practical uſe. Fever may be conſi- 
dered as a Genus, modified into diff 
ferent ſpecies by the various ſtates 
and conſtitutions of patients, and the 
influence of adventitious circumſtan- 
ces; but, as the curative indications 
are thus varied, and often become 
oppoſite, it is neceſſary to diſtinguiſh. 
them with all poſſible accuracy. 


S8EC- 
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EBRILE diſeaſes are divided by 
that learned profeſſor into five 


orders; but, in this work, it is only 
propoſed to conſider the two firſt: Fe- 


vers, properly ſo called; and Phleg- 
maſiæ, or Inflammatory Diatheſis, 


On F EVERS, properly fo called. 
This order is. diſtinguiſhed by the 


vaſcular irritation being preceded by 


a greater or leſs diſturbance in the 
nervous ſyſtem, languor, laſſitude, 
and other ſymptoms of the firſt 


of 


attended with topical inflammation. . 


ſtage - 
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of Fever, but without any en 
diſeaſe, 


They are uſefully divided into 
ting, and Conti nual Fever. 


An Intermitting Fever leaves the 
patient perfectly free from all febrile 
ſymptoms during its abſence or inter- 
miſſion. A Remitting Fever has no 
regular or perfect intermiſſion, but, 
when the patient is at the beſt, many 
diſtreſſing ſymptoms remain upon 
him. A Continual Fever has no per- 
ceptible remiſſions, but continues its 

| progreſs 
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progreſs uniformly through its whole- 


1 4 


courſe. l t 


InTERMITTING FevERs.. | 


A regular Intermittent goes with 


great exactneſs thro” the three ſtages; 


the laſt, or criſis, being ſo compleat 


as to leave the patient perfectly free 


tidian, Tertian, or Quartan. 


# 


Seeing, therefore, in thoſe Fevers, 
that there is no neceſſity of bringing. 


about 


from the diſeaſe ; but, unleſs the irri- 
tability of the ſyſtem/ be taken off by 
the Cortex, &c. the Fever will return 
after a certain period, according to 
the type of the Intermittent, as Quo- 


he 
on 


out. 


(59 1 | 
that Antimonials are not indicated; 
hence, it is „ e to — * 
on them. | 


1 


Theta e are of a middle na- 
re, between: the Continued and Ins 
termittent. 


Rmarrrmg Fevens, 1 4 


They are peculiarly the endemies 
of hot and moiſt climates, circum- 


47 
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ſtances favourable to putreſcency; f 


foils that are marſhy, with ' ſtagnant 
waters, in cloſe and unventilated pla- 


ces, by which the air becomes loaded 
with putrid vapours from the rotting 
| of 


[ 60 ] 
of vegetables, and ſeptic. animal efflu- 
via. 31 


Sir John Pringle obſerves, that iv 
may be remarked in general, -that the 
putrefaction of animal or vegetable 


ſabſtances, in a dry air, is moſt apt 


to bring on a Malignant Fever of 2 
more continued form ; whereas pu- 
trid animal effluvia, in a moiſt atmo- 
ſphere, have a. greater tendency to 
bring on paroxiſms and remiſſions. . 


And it is frequently . obſerved. of 


Epidemic Fevers, that the ſame Fe- 
ver appearing under a continued in- 
flammatory form, in dry, high, and 


4 | well-+ 
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well-ventilated . places, / ſhall, in fitu- 


ations contrary to the above, or ſuch 
as are low, marſhy, and cloſe, aſſume 
a remittent form, with very alarming 
ſymptoms. Among the rich, who 
live well, and are attentive to the ar- 
ticles of dreſs and cleanlineſs, they 
generally appear with very gentle 
ſymptoms, when compared to what 
is obſervable in the humble cottages 
of the poor, who cannot avail them- 
ſelves of ſuch advantages, where dil- 
eaſe is aggravated by want of good 
nouriſhment, by -bad cloathing, dir- 


tineſs, and what is worſe, bad air. 


And it is obſerved of dangerous Re- 
nütting Feyers, / that after they have 


[ 62 ] 


been epidemic after a long ſeries of T 
a « Hot moiſt weather, they become more 4 
benign as the cold of the winter ap- | 
proaches, and at laſt become regular Ii *© 
Intermittents, eaſily cured. 0 
how BREA ON " 
*« + Stagnant waters, from their ſtill- 
neſs, ſuffer a great quantity of ani- 
-mals and vegetables to generate and 2 
grow in them; which lays a founda- .þ 
tion for a plentiful ſource of putri- n 
dity, when aſſiſted by the ſummer I © 
beats, and a calm ſtate of the air. b 
At ſuch times the volatile putrid te 
matter is plentifully exhaled into the v 
atmoſphere, in which it becomes ac- IM b 
0c 


mac! - oh 


ill- 


all ſimilar ſituations. 


101 
the air. An imprudent a to 
ſuch an atmoſphere, ſeldom fails * 
bringing on a Putrid Een, as 2 
experienced by ſtrangers in the 3 
of Lincolnſhire, e 


Lancif (de 0x. e Muvid) 


i the 
gives a remarkable inſtance of 


hurtful quality of the air of putrid 
dies of the firſt rank in Rome, having 
. upon a party of pleaſure 


A. the wind ſuddenly. ſhifting, and 
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ſeized with a Tertian Fever, one only 


A late very ingenious author, from 


experiments made with putrid meat, 


found ſuch effluvia to be antiſeptic, 
the truth of which I doubt not, nay 
can eaſily imagine it muſt be ſo: but 


in experiments of this nature, we can- 


not be too cautious in applying, to 
the living ſyſtem, inductions drawn 
from what paſſes in dead animal mat- 
ter. Septic effluvia ſeem to exert 


their pernicious effects altogether * 


on the living principle. 
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The 
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mara 


habitants, is as healthy A place As 
moſt in England. Yet I am per- 


ſuaded 1t is capable of improvement 
in this point, by draining the marſhy 


ground on the eaſt fide of the city; 
and cutting a proper bed for the Foſs: 


By which means, inundations, now 
lo frequently happening, and the 
conſequent offenſive ſtagnations and 
putrefaction, would be prevented. | 
Eboracenſes . velim. 3 
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From hence it abe how abſo: 


lutely neceſſary it is, in thoſe Fevers, 


to have a due regard to the falubrity 


E of 


T6] 
of - the air, and the fituation of the 
ſick; and here they are ſo unforty- 
nately ſituated, if poſſible, to effect 
an immediate removal. 


Remittent Fevers are all of the 
Putrid kind, dangerous in their ter- 
mination, and without the help of 
great ſkill, ef very difficult cure. 


tritææ, and Semitertianæ of the an- 
cients; the Febris Ardens of Boer- 
_ +haave,, the Putrid Epidemic Fever of 
'Huxham, the Camp Fever of Prin- 
. climates 


_— a 4: .- 


& 


the 
tu- 
ect 


lent pain in the head, back, ſtomach, 


il 67 | ] 
climates. They are endemic in ſome 


Gall-Feyer, from the apparent re- 


dundancy and degeneracy of that hu- 
mour obſervable in ſuch patients, who 


not only bring up immenſe quantities 


of bile by vomiting, but frequently 


become of a e calour. 


The 1 af the firſt REN 
eſpecially violent affections of the 


head, nauſea, and vomiting, are ge- 
nerally ſevere in Remitting Fevers; 
to which fucceed ſcorching beat, vio- 


&c, and delirium. A criſis is ſeldom 


_ obſerved, but a ſweat breaking out, 
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[68] 
the patient becomes eaſier for :a»few 
hours, until the Fever recurs with all 
its former violence, generally without 
previous coldneſs. Symptoms of 
ſtrong vaſcular action, unleſs upon 
the approach of winter, and in dry, 
airy ſituations, ſeldom appear to any 
great degree in this. Fever; but thoſe 
denoting weakneſs and conſiderable 
nervous affection, prevail from the 


S. . 80 mo pry 


Hence the greateſt care ſhould be E 
taken not to weaken the ſyſtem by 
unneceſſary bleedings; a repetition 
of this evacuation is ſeldom indi- 
cad... |  * 


"The 


1 
The moſt ſucceſsful method of 
treating them is, the prime vie being 
previouſly. unloaded by emetics and 
gentle purgatives, to endeavour to re- 
duce the Fever to the form of an In- 
termittent, by antimonials and ſeda- 
tives, as the neutral ſalts; this being 
done, the cure is perfected by the 
Cortex. But in dangerous caſes, 
where the ſymptoms of weakneſs and 
putrid diatheſis make a rapid pro- 
greſs, the life of the patient depends 


upon an early and plentiful exhibition 
of the Cortex, without having regard 


E. 3. The 


ito 
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- | The virtues of Antimonials in theſe 


operation, as evacuating the putrid 
matter lodged in the prime vie; leſs. 
upon their ſpecific febrifuge power., 
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Fevers, greatly depend upon their 
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SECTION v. 


Ox ConTixnued Frvers. 


Believe, ſtrictly ſpeaking, - that 

there is no ſuch thing as a real 
Continued Fever, or one that goes 
on with one exact tenor from the be- 
ginning to the end; they are fo call - 
ed to diſtinguiſh them from ſuch as 
intermit or evidently remit... Ho. 
ever, it often happens that the remiſ- 
fions are ſo very ſlight and imperfe&, 
as to require conſiderable attention 
and ſagacity to diſcover them. 


Continued 
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| [72] 
Continued Fevers are divided by 


an eminent Noſologiſt into three ſpe- 


cies: the Synocha, or acute Inflam- 
matory ; the Typhus, or Nervous; 
and Synochus, or Continued Putrid 


Fevers. 


But it is neceſſary to remark, that 
although Continued Fevers are claſſed 
with great propriety under theſe three 
heads, yet, in practice, caſes are of- 
ten met with, in which the Fever 
ſeems to be a compound of the three, 
in which the diſeaſe is ſo indiſtinctiy 
marked, as to render it difficult to ſay 
whether 1t ought to be referred to the 


Inflammatory, 


=” a. wm 2a  - © we 
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Inflammatory, Nervous, or Putrid 


Fever. Sometimes the Synocha® is 


attended with extreme nauſea and de- 


jection, the more peculiar attendants 


of Putrid Fever; and it is not very 
uncommon to ſee the Putrid Fever, 
at its commencement, attended with 


ſymptoms of ſtrong vaſcular action, 


&c. Such accidents give an.oppor- 


tunity to diſplay a ſuperior degree of 
judgment and fagacity. © - + 
07 the SYNOCHA, or acute INFLAM- 
MATORY FE VER. 
This Fever is the Ephemera, or, 


when extended beyond a day, the Sy- 
nochus non Putris of the ancients; 


the 


+ Ca. 


authors *. 


This Fever is generally brought on 
by ſome errors in diet, eſpecially a 
debauch ; by the application of cold- 


to the body, previcuſly over-heated ; 
from the application of ſtimuli to the 
ſyſtem; from plethora. 


It is a diſeaſe of the winter and 
ſpring ſeaſons, ſeldom obſerved in the 
ſummer or autumnal months; not 
contagious; and, if taken in time, 


and properly treated, readily gives. 


way to the power of medicine. 
Symptoms. 


C(baracter. Calor plurimum auctus; pulſus frequens, 


validus, et durus; urina rubra; ſenſorii fonctiones parum 


turbatæ. Culleni noſol, meth. p. 251+ 
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nr Symptoms. The Inflammatory , 

Teer is generally fudden in its at- 
ack, the cold fit, which is generally 

n ſevere, being ſeldom preceded by the 

2 G5mptoms of the firſt ſtage to any 

Id remarkable degree; but: the ſecond 

1s age, or hoe fir, is ſevere, the pain 

he: and heat violent, with a hard, ſtrong 
pulſe, the vaſcular irritation often ſv 
great as to cauſe a furious delirium, 

nd. WM by which the patient is rendered fo 

he ungovernable as to be with great dif- 

ot ficulty kept in bed, followed with con- 

e, vulſions and death. If none of theſe 

es happen in the firſt week, the vaſcular 
irritation gradually diminiſhes in the 


18. ſecond, and terminates in a perfect 
= criſis; 


1 
eriſis; otherwiſe, aſſuming a remit- 
tent form, it goes off with more im- 
perfect critical ſymptoms. Such is 
the common progreſs of this ſpecies 
of Fever. | 


But from want of proper aſſiſtance, | 


or- from wrong treatment, acceſſory 
ſymptoms are induced, and deftroy 
the patient. The long-continued 
heat, and violent action of the ar- 
teries, in time deſtroy the healthy 
condition of the blood, which irri- 


tating the brain and nervous ſyſtem, 


bring on the ſymptoms of weakneſs 
and irritation; in which caſe, the 
diſeaſe is totally changed. 


A 
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& review of the ſymptoms of this 


on Fever, ſhew it to be attended with 8 
m- a | 
4 ſtrong vaſcular irritation, and a great 
jr increaſe of the blood's progreſſive 
2M motion, that it is chiefly a diſeaſe of 
the vaſcular ſyſtem. , The clearneſs 
| of the ſenſorium, and the abſence-of 
af WH nervous affections, prove the nervous 
ory 
7 WM ficm to be lutle affected. 
" Hence the excellent effects of An- 
hs timonials in this diſeaſe, in which 
We they are in a manner ſpecific, fre- 
r quently able to take off all the dan- 
2 gerous and alarming ſymptoms in 2 


few hours. 


8 Ny” 
Indeed. 


[1 
Indeed, flight degrees of this Fever 
by keeping in bed, taking a gent 
Fweat, and drinking plentifully of 
weak warm liquors: when it is com- 
pleatly formed, it will feldom with- 
ſtand the following means of cure. 


4 


After proper evacuation of blood, 
due regard being had to the ſeverity 
-of the diſeaſe, and the patient's 
ſtrength, bur ſo as, if poſſible, to 
Prevent any topical inflammation, or 
hæmorrhage, from ariſing in any pat 
of the future period of the Fever, 
recourſe muſt be had to- antimoniale 
and. ſedatives. | 


They 


2s 1 4 


PF 


nn 5 
They are to be given in ſuch doſes 
as to promote a gentle vomiting, 
which they eaſily do when the ſto- 
mach is loaded by an acid ſaburra; 
hen they paſs downwards alſo, they 
generally anſwer with more certainty. 


1 have uſed the following with: the 


toms of ſtrong vaſcular irritation were 


Ammon. er. gr. xv. Nitri p. Oi. Sacr. 
alb. 3iſs. Aq. Nuc. Moſch. 3is. Ag. 


fontan. Jiiifs, M. f. Julep. 


A ſuficient quantity of the Bal. 


cathart. amar. is given to procure two 


Or 


* 


4444. 


[ 60% 
or three motions, which that ſalt ſel- 
dom fails to do, and is, with the other 


neutrals, cooling and ſedative. 


Then two large ſpoonfuls of the 


Antimonial, - containing half .a grain 
of the Emetic Tartar, mixed with an 
equal part of warm barley-water, or 
any other weak diluting liquor, are 

given to the patient. But if this doſe 
has no effect in raiſing a nauſea, three 
or four ſpoonfuls are to be given in 
the ſame manner an hour after, If 


by this means a gentle inclination to 


vomit is raiſed, it ſhould be encou- 
raged by drinking a baſon or two of 
warm greet; then allowing . the ſto- 

mach 


3 3259 = 5, 
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mach to ſettle for two or three hours, 


ſmaller doſes are to be given till a 
ſweat is raiſed. 


In -order. to dire& the Antimonial 


to the ſurface, the patient muſt drink 


frequent draughts of ſome very weak 
liquer, as balm” tea, lemonade, &c. 
as warm as poſſible; he ſhould alſo 
keep cloſe in his bed, but not cover- 
ed up with a greater weight of bed- 
cloathes than was uſual with him in 


time of health. Stuping the legs 


and thighs with flannels wrung out 
of warm water is very uſeful to this 


end; as alſo ſitting with the legs up 


to the knees in warm water, drying 
F them 


may 
wrapped up in dry flannel. 


By this means, the ſymptoms are 
generally obſerved to abate greatly; 
but the patient is not ſecure until the 
pulſe falls down to its healthful ſtan- 


dard, or even ſomewhat below it, and i © 
de urine. becomes thick, letting fall M 
A copious: ſediment. ; 
When theſe ſymptoms are obſerved, 1 

the patient muſt ſuffer the ſweat to 
decline by degrees; clean dry linen Fr 
are. to be put on, and care taken to 1 

guard againſt cold. Relapſes are 

M0 — by 6 OO * 
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Of the Tvrnus, or Nxx vous Fevzk 2 
As the Synocha conſiſts of a vio- 


lent irritation, and increaſed action 


of the arterial ſyſtem, and is a diſeaſe 
of ſtrong fibres, of robuſt and ſan- 
guine habits; the Typhus, on the 
contrary, is chiefly, as its character 


evinces, a diſeaſe - of the nervous 


ſyſtem. It attacks people of a phleg- 
matic temperament, ſuch as are weak- 
ened by inanition, want of proper 
exerciſe, by profuſc evacuations, and 
previous diſeaſes. If to ſuch a | ſtare 

F 2 '_ "be 


1 


Morbus contagioſus ; calor parum auftus; pulſus par- 
-rus, debilis, plerumq; frequens , ſenſorii functiones pluri- 
um turbatz; vires maltum imminutæ. Noſel. eth. p. 255. 
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be joined the diſadvantage of breath- 


ing in a cloſe bad air, uncleanlineſs, 
and the ſeptic ſteams from dead, and 
diſeaſed animal bodies, a very fatal 
and dreadful diſeaſe ariſes, ſcarce con- 
querable by art. 


This Fever is the Lenta Nervoſa, 


of Huxham; the Febris Carcarum et 


Noſocomiorum, of Haller, Van-Swie- 
ten, and Pringle; the Putrida Ner- 
voſa, of Wintringham; the Peſtilens 
Maligna, of Willis and Sydenham; 
the Petechizans, of Haller ; the Con- 


tagioſa, of Lind; and the Petechialis, 


of Hoffman. 


No- 


” 


EY 


No one is unacquainted with its 


dangerous nature, when they are given 
to underſtand, that it is the diſeaſe 
in England termed, the Jail and 
Hoſpital Fever; the Slow Fever; and 
Spotted - Fever. Indeed, when ma- 
lignant, it differs from the real Plague 


only in degree, and ariſes from the 
ſame cauſes, only leſs powerfully ap- 


plied. 


But ĩt may not be amiſs to remark, 
that ſlight degrees of the Slow Ner- 


vous Fever are often met with in very 


delicate conſtitutions, ariſing, for the 
moſt part, from an accumulation of 
laburra in the ſtomach and bowels. 

F 3 Theſe 
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J 
Theſe are often very troubleſome and 
tedious, eſpecially when the patient 
is plied with febrifuge medicines, 
without attention being had to the 


ſtate of the prime vie; they give 
way beſt to gentle evacuants and cor- 
rectors, aſſiſted with remedies dimi- 


niſhing the mobility of the ſyſtem. 


The Typhus is very flow and gen- 


tle in its attack; the ſymptoms of the 
firſt ſtage, which give the moſt di- 
ſtreſs, are languor, weakneſs, trem- 
bling, giddineſs and pain in the head, 


loſs of appetite, and nauſea; which 


often continue for many days before 


the Fever comes on in form, and 


obliges 


S& * BS 
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d obliges the patient to ſeek for aſſiſt- 
nt ance. The ſymptoms of the ſecond 
Sy ſtage ſeldom appear to any great 
he degree, but in their place ſlight chilly 
ve. fits are frequent, ſucceeded by irre- 
r=": gular fluſnings of heat, .a dull, ſome-- 
ni- times violent, but continual pain of 
the head, . weak pulſe, ſeldom much 

| quicker than in health, ſighing, de- 
n-. jection, and ſickneſs, eſpecially in an 
the upright poſture, but the heat gradu- 
di- ally increaſing, - is followed by the 
m- ſymptoms of weakneſs and irritation, 
&c. as, ſmall weak pulſe, perpetual 

ich nauſea or ſickneſs, univerſal reſtleſs- 
ore neſs, and want of ſleep, ſubſultus 
and tendinum, ſuperſenſation, a low de- 
ges lirium, 


881 
lirium, convulſions, and death. A 
complete criſis is ſcarce ever obſerved 
in this fever; imperfect critical ſymp- 
toms often appear in the ſecond or 
third week, as uncertain ſweats, and 


cloudy urine; but the diſeaſe often 


runs on much longer, and the patient 
lying ſome days in a dozing ſtate, 
ſeems to ſleep it off without any cri- 
tical ſymptoms. But when it conti- 
nues ſo long, though the patient may 
recover, it generally leaves a degree 
of idiotiſm behind it, which leaves 
the patient when he has recovered his 
uſual ſtrength and vigour. 


From a due conſideration of the 


ſymptoms of this Fever, it appears to 
be a. diſeaſe of the nervous ſyſtem; 
every ſymptom ſhews the operation. 
of ſome ſedative cauſe, depreſſing 
The light ap- 
pearance of the ſecond ſtage of Fever, 
prove the vaſcular ſyſtem to be little 
affected. | 


the nervous energy. 


When. in jails, hoſpitals, and all 
clole, conſequently dirty places, a 
perſon is obſerved to droop with the 
ſymptoms of the firſt attack of this 
Fever, as. giddineſs, ſickneſs, de- 
jection, trembling, and ſudden loſs 
of ſtrength, he ſhould be immedi- 
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little dependance can be had upon the 


erful medicines. 


« + F 


And I would adviſe, that the ſiek 


by means of a ſpunge; being rubbed 


very dry, he ſhould be new cloathed 
from head to -foot,., ſcrupulouſly. 


throwing off every article of dreſs 
which he had before made uſe of. 


ation. Without which precaution, 


perſon, previous to his being removed 
to a freſh apartment, be ſtripped. and 
waſhed with warm vinegar and water, 


Us 


R 
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height, in order to prevent the infec- 
tion from ſpreading, the apartments 
ſhould be emptied. of every thing, 
the introduction of a free air be 
brought about by. every | poſſible 
means, the floor and walls ſhould be 


well waſhed, and ſprinkled with vi- 


negar, and every thing capable of 


imbibing infection, as woollen, cot- 
ton, and filk, &c. be carefully 


cleanſed, and ſweetened by a long ex-- 
poſure to the open air.. In jails, the 
ſtraw,, &c. ſhould be immediately 


burnt, the cells cleaned as ſaid above, 


and ſweetened by burning of ſulphur, 
tar, or firing of gun-powder in them. 
The 


Fl 
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The ſame care, according to circum- 
ſtances,. is required in. the wards of 
hoſpitals. 


In truth, ſo much depends upon 


the removal of every ſource of filth; 
and the cutting off of every: medium: 
of infection in this Fever, that ſuch 


precaution .1s really the ſine qua non. 


The many terrible inſtances of mil- 
chief from a Jail and Hoſpital Fever, 


call aloud for the utmoſt endeavours 


to prevent its malignity. 


From the weak ſtate of the vital 
powers, obſervable in this Fever, it 
appears that all profuſe evacuations 


arc 


[93] 
are forbid, as they may confirm the 
Fever, and bring on the ſymptoms of 


weakneſs and irritability, ſooner than 
otherwiſe might have happened. 


The primæ viz are however to 
be cleanſed by a very gentle emetic 
and purgative. A gentle diaphoreſts 
is to be promoted and ſuſtained, An- 
timonials are however to be given 
with the greateſt caution; if they are 
ventured upon it muſt be in ſmall 
doſes, and combined with cordials, 
the living fibres being generally in 
ſuch a ſtate in this Fever as to be in- 
capable of bearing great irritation, 


and the powers of life too much de- 
preſſed 


to 


[ 94 ] 
preſſed to ſupport conſiderable eva- 


A. Slow Nervous Fever is never 
cured until a warm, gentle, and uni- 
verſal ſweat is procured, and kept up 
for ſome time; when under this ſitu- 
ation, we obſerve the pulſe to become 
ſtronger and fuller; the ſenſes to be- 
come clearer; the reſtleſſneſs, deſpon- 
-dency, and dejection to abate; and 
the urine to become thick, or depo- 
' -ſiting a ſediment: the Cortex is the 

: grand remedy, eſpecially an infuſion 


4 


The 


toſe delirium. In ſuch low ſtates, it 


1 95 J | 
The diminiſhed energy of che wit 


powers require ſtimulants, eſpecially / 


bliſters; antiſpaſmodies, and a cor- 
dial regimen, Wine alone will fre- 
quently do wonders, and is particu- 
larly indicated when the pulſe is low 
and ſoft, and the patient in a coma- 


is no uncommon thing for the patient 
to have a ſtrong deſire for malt-li- ** 
quors, as ale, porter, &c. a liberal 
indulgence in this point has often been 


the means of an unexpected recovery. 


The general treatment may be gather- 
ed from what has been ſaid in a for- 
mer part. | . 
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Vet there are often ſeen in practice, 
warieties in this Fever, in which the 
vaſcular irritation is ſo conſiderable, 
as to make the diſeaſe of an inflam- 
matory nature, and indicate more 
ſtrongly the uſe of Antimonials. * 


We next proceed to the third ſpe 
-cies of Continued Fever, or Synochus. 


Of ibe Synocuvs, or CONTINUED 
PuTrIiD FeveRE®.. 


It is, as the character ſhews, a diſ- 
eaſe of the putrid kind, and conta- 
gious; attacking the patient ſome- 

thing 

A torbos contagioſus. Pebeis ex Synocha et Typho 


compoſitus, initio Synocha, progreſſu ct verſus finem tv- 
phus. Noſol. method. p. 257. 3 


foll 


(99), 
thing like the Inflammatory Fever, 
* with ſymptoms of increaſed vaſcular 
ble, irritation, which ſoon go off, and are 
followed by thoſe of great weakneſs 
and irritability. 7 


It is the Febris Continua Putrida of 
ſpe Boerhaave and Wintringham, the De- 
puratoria and Continua Epidemica of 
Sydenham. The moſt common Fe- 
UED ver of this iſland, frequently epide- 

mic, and fatal in its termination. 


i diſ- | 
las. The Continued Putrid Fever 
a makes its onſet with the ſymptoms 
King of the firſt ſtage, in a more violent 


degree than the Typhus; the cold fit 


nem te- . (3 18 
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18 , generally ſevere, attended with 
ſickneſs, giddineſs, weakneſs, deſpon- 
dency, . confuſion in the head, and 
loſs of ſtrength. This is. ſoon chang- 
ed into a violent ſcorching heat, with 
violent pain in the head; but the 
pulſe is ſeldom, except in very athle- 
tic habits, full and ſtrong as in the 
Inflammatory Fever, proceeding ta- 
ther from an increaſe of the inteſtine, 
than of the progreſſive motion of the 
blood, often giving a diſagreeable 
ſenſation to the fingers on touching 
the {kin of the ſick perſon. The 
eyes appear dull, heavy, and infla- 
med; ſometimes the white part has a 
TO caſt, ſhewing a dangerous 
reſolution 
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reſolution of the blood. The tongue 
is white and moiſt at the beginning, 
but gradually becomes brown, black, 
dry and chopped; the thirſt at firſt 


moderate, as the Fever advances more 
diſtreſſing, all kinds of drink, except 
acids, taſting maukiſh, and diſagree- - 


ably bitter.” Coſtiveneſs is common 
at the Commencement; a looſenefs, 
with feetid ſtools, is ſometimes obſer 
vable:from'the firſt, and confirms the 
malignity of the diſeaſe. The violent 


affections of the head are the pre- 


ludes to a deſirium, ſometimes at- 
tended with reſtleſſneſs, at others, 
with a comatoſe diſpoſition; T. o theft 


ſucceed” miliary © eruptions, aphthæ, 


G 2 ſwellings 
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ſwellings of the lymphatic glands, 
patechiz, hemorrhages, . mortifica- 


The duration of this Fever is ge- 


nerally two weeks; but in the worſt 


caſes, the patient dies within the firſt 
week. It is the diſeaſe of ſum- 
mer and autumn, during the hot 


_ Great and ſudden loſs af ſtrength, 
licknels, dejection, and violent af- 


fections of the head, as giddineſs, 


and conſtant, but obtuſe, not throb- 
bing pain, at the commencement of 
A Fever, are certain marks of putre- 
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factiye diatheſis; conſequently warn 


us againſt weakening the ſyſtem ſtill 
more by repeated bleedings and pro- 
fuſe evacuations. Due attention muſt 
be had to the ſedative effect of miaſ- 
mata upon the body, tending to de- 
preſs and diminiſh the vital powers, 
This Fever, when mild, after pro- 
fuſe ſweats, frequently remits about 
the fourth day, and, if well treated, 
ſoon after becomes a Tertian Ague, 
eaſily cured. Sometimes it aſſumes 
the type of - a Quotidian, or a Double 
Tertian, ſeveral inſtances of which 
occurred this laſt ſummer; ſuch caſes 


are more tedious from the ſhort con- 


G 3 


tinuance 
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tinuance of the apyrexia. But very 
often only remiſſions are obſervable, 
and. theſe at times ſo imperfect as to 


tex, in-reality the grand remedy. 


When called to à patient at the 
commencement of this Fever, one 


bleeding is generally uſeful; but it 


ought never to be repeated, unleſs the 


blood taken away be ſizey, and there 
be other obſervable ſymptoms of in- 
flammatory diatheſis. We are next 


to cleanſe the ſtomach and bowels 


with a gentle emetic, and after that 
a purgative; after which we are to 
endeavour to bring on intermiſſions 

| or 


make many. afraid of giving the Cor- 
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COD) 
or remiſſions,., by. ſmall. doſes: of the 
tartarus emeticus, rubbed down with 
ſugar, or ſome abſorbent earth, and 
given ſo as to bring on a gentle nau- 
ſea, which is to be directed to the 
ſurface by the means mentioned above. 
A moderate uſe of the neutral ſalts 
may be at times neceſſary, but I have 
known them very hurtful by increa- 
fing the anxiety. and oppreſſion, wen- 
kening the ſyſtem, bringing on pro- 


fuſe faint clammy ſweats, and convul- - 


five twitchings of the muſcles; which 
have all ſoon abated by amitting their 
uſe, and ſubſtituting a more cordial 
regimen... It is ſcarce credible” how 


faſt a patient, ill of a Putrid Fever, 


1 
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ſinks. under a liberal uſe of the neu- 
tral ſalts, eſpecially nitre; indeed 
without very great attention to the 
nature of the diſeaſe, they ſeem ſuf- 
ficiently indicated by the thirſt, 
ſcorching heat, &c. but when the 
above- mentioned ſymptoms come on, 
or increaſe by their uſe, it is high 
time to lay them aſide, and purſue a 
different courſe. I have ſeen nume- 
rous inſtances of this ſort. 


I by this means the febrile- ſpaſm 
be taken off, or a remiſſion: obtained, 
which is known by a moiſt ſkin, gen- 
tle ſweats, a moiſt tongue, with an 
abatement of the thirſt, the brain be- 


coming 
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coming leſs affected, cloudy urine, 


or with a ſediment, and other fymp- 


toms of a criſis z\ the ſyſtem muſt 


be invigorated, and the putrefactive 


diatheſis taken off, by an. immediate 
and plentiful-uſe of the Cortex. 


And here I cannot but remark, 


how much that noble antifeptic re- 


medy, the Peruvian Bark, the only 
one to be depended upon in Putrid 


Fevers, is neglected to the great de- 


triment of many patients. Im many 


caſes, though ſtrongly indicated, it 
is never thought of; in others, it is 
neglected till too late to do any ſer- 
vice; but the general fault is that of 
giving 


% 


[x6] 
giving it in too {mall doſes. What 
ean be expected from two drams of 
it, given in the ſpace of twenty-four 


Hours, to a patient ſick. of a Putrid: 


Fever? Sometimes a leſs quantity 


has been depended upon. But. certain 


I' am, that fix or eight times that 
quantity is often required to put the 
patient in a ſtate of tolerable ſecurity, 


in muſt be obſerved, that hen 2 


Continued Putrid Fever is highly ma- 
lignant, when the ſymptoms of weak - 


neſs and putrid blood have already 
come on, as petechiæ, hæmorrhages, 
&c. we muſt not wait for a remiſſion, 
but 
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but give the patient a chance for a re-. 
covery by the moſt powerful means. 


In ſuch dangerous caſes every 
means ought to be put in practice. 
Why may not the means found by 
experience ſo beneficial in the Putrid: 
Variolous Fever, be made uſe of in 
other Fevers of the moſt dangerous 
and putrid kind? Such are the cor- 
tex, mineral acids, wann 
action of cold. | 


The Cortex is. indeed in general 
uſe, but, as has been obſerved, ufu- 
ally fails by being under-doſed. 


108 

laſtead of ſuffering · the patient to 
ſink under the faint profuſe ſweats ſo 
common in this diſeaſe, would it not 
be more rational to have him kept out 
of bed, that the air may have acceſs 
to · his hot feveriſh body? I am cer 
tain that the action of cold is, in ſuck 
caſes, the moſt powerful and pleaſant 
cordial, abating the violent heat, ta- 
king off the oppreſſion and anxiety, 
and lowering the pulſe; and is, what 
I think Is no ſmall ' conſideration; 
ſtrongly deſired by the patient. 


The common-drink of the patient 
may be acidulated with the vitriolic or 
marine acid, which are both febrifuge 
and. 


Dei 
and antiſeptic. In the low ſtages of 
fuch Fevers, ſome of the fermenting 
liquors may be uſeful, being replete 
with fixed air, and powerfully cordial. 
It is almoſt peculiar to Putrid Fevers, 
for the patient. to have a ſtrong ſpon- 
taneous deſire for briſk fermenting 
lquors, as alſo for fruit and the ſub- 
acid vegetables; all of them contain 
a great quantity of that antiſeptic 
principle, and are powerful correctors 
of putrefaction. It is not only cruel, 
but alſo imprudent, abſolutely to deny 


ſuch things to a patient impatiently / 


deſiring them. 


* 
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- Fixed air may be plentifully given, 
by giving the ſpaw- waters naturally 
a ated therewith, as that of Selt- 
zer; or they may be artificially 
"combined, by the method diſcovered 
by Dr. Prieftley. It has been thrown 
up the inteſtines with good effects in 


Putrid Fevers, where the primæ viæ 


were loaded with a putrid ſaburra; 
but, having never tried it, cannot 
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N action of . cold, ſo far from 
being the cauſe, is, J believe, one of 


the moſt powerful means of obviating 
Fever that we are yet acquainted 


-with. In the coldeſt climates, a Fe- 
| ver 
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ver is 2 rare occurrence, a putrid one 


is never obſerved. And here it pro- 


bably acts in a double capacity, by 


increaſing the ſtrength of the ſyſtem, 


and thus taking off that diſpoſition/in 


our bodies, of receiving with facility 
any noxious impreſſion, and alſo by 


J am doubtful whether heat alone 


can ever be looked upon as the occa- 
ſional cauſe of a Fever, but, by in- 
creaſing the mobility of the ſyſtem, 
& is univerſally a prediſpoſing one. 
putrefaction advances under its influ- 


ENCE, 
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putrid miaſmata upon a body diſpo- 
ſed to receive them, we ceaſe.to won- 
der at the unhealthfulneſs of hot cli- 
mares. 


From thefe conſiderations, the good 
effects of actual cold, and the perni- 
cious effects of heat in Fevers, eſpe- 
cially putrid ones, are eaſily under- 


The nauſea, and oppreſſive ſick-. 
neſs which generally attends' theſe 
Putrid Fevers during their whole 
progreſs, may be frequently obviated 


by the efferveſcing draughts. The 
Lignum 
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Lignum Amarum- Quaſſi has been 
found very efficacious in this reſpect 
(Philoſ. Tranſ. vol 58. art. 12. p. 30.) 


it ſoon put a ſtop to the violent vo- 


mitings, and made the Cortex ſit eaſy 


upon the ſtomach, which before re- 


jected every thing. This effect is of- 
ten obtained by the Radix Columbo, 
as I have found from experience. 
(Dr. Percival s Med. 'Onf. and OW 
ments, vol. II.) 


For the general means of cure, 
and obviating the violence of par- 
ticular ſymptoms, we refer to the ge- 


neral indications. But it may not be 
amiſs to repeat the neceſſity of a cool 
H and 
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+ Va and well-yentilated air, and of remo- 


ving every ſource of filth and conta- 
gion from the apartments of a pa- 


tient ſick of a Fever, eſpecially of 


tion of an attentive reader, that moſt 
Fevers are of a putrid kind. Indeed 
"they are all evidently ſo, except the 
' Synocha and ſome varieties of the 
Typhus, and theſe, in their advan- 
oed ſtages, are pretty generally at. 


tended with fymptoms of putrid dia- 


i theſis. 


As 


ors] 
As ſuch diſeaſes univerſally fpread 
by infection, it may be uſeſul to 
mention by what means this may be 
Why drew Marſeilles“ good Biſhop purer breath, 


When nature ficken'd, and each gale was death? 
| por. 
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ed This may be.comprized in a very 
he ſhort compaſs: 1. By ayoiding vio-—- 
* lent paſſions af the mind ; eſpecially 
an- the depreſſing ones, as fear, grief, 
at- anxiety. 2. Avoiding ſudden chan- 
lia- ges of heat and cold, night-air, miſts, 
and dews. 3. Temperance. 4. Keep- 
ing the prime vie free from ſabur- 


ra. 5. Strengthening the fyſtem. 
"AY 


Of 
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oOf theſe the firſt are evident and 
eaſily underſtood; the fifth com- 
m Prehends the uſe of proper medicines, 
as the cortex, bitters, wine, chaly- 
heates, and the cold bath. 


When any one is neceſſitated "to 

converſe with the ſick, he ſhould be 

«+ + particularly careful never to do it in 

a morning faſting ; experience ſhews 

the ſyſtem to be extremely irritable 

at ſuch times, and liable to ſuffer 
From morbid impreſſions. 


A draught of cold ſpring water 
may prevent ſuch accidents; but per- 
haps nothing is more efficacious than 

2 
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a-tea-ſpoonful of powder'd bark in a 
glaſs of red wine, diluted, if needful, 
and repeated occaſionally, This may 
be made ſtill more efficacious and an- 
_ tiſeptic by the addition of a few drops: +«+ 


of the Tin&. Martis in Spt. Salis, 


though leſs ſightly to the eye. 
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8E. CT ION VI. 
IAVING finiſhed what appeared 
neceſſary to ſay of Fevers, pro- 
perly ſo called, in order to aſcertain 
the virtues of Antimonials in ſuch 
diſeaſes, we now proceed to another 
not. leſs important order of febrile | 
diſeaſes, containing inflammatory dia- 
theſis, with topical inflammation in 
different parts of the ſyſtem, CEN 


This order comprehends the Fe- 
bres Inflammatoriæ of Hoffman, and 
the Morbi acuti Febriles of Boer- 
haave; it contains 17 ſpecies, vary- 
ing according to the part of the body 

| 5 


where the irritation is not great, is a 
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in which the inflammation is ſeated; 
of which we ſhall treat in their _ 
per order. 


Inflammation, when feated in parta 
eaſily diſtended in weakly habits, and 


local diſeaſe, or affects not the ſyſtem 
in general. Under contrary circam- 
ſtances, , it produces the ſymproms f 
general vaſcular irritation, called in- 
flammatory diathefis. When it is 
very violent, in irritable habits, and 
ſcated in very irritable parts, the 
ſymptoms of weakneſs and a 


n 
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Hence the general prognoſis. The 
diſeaſe in the firſt caſe is mild, and 
eaſily cured; the ſecond is very dan- 


gerous, but may be frequently cured 


ſuddenly; the third, or laſt, is always 
exccedingly dangerous, and admits of- 
a cure with difficulty. 


It is the great object. of art to take 
off inflammation by reſolution; the 


_ diſeaſe is then compleatly cured, and 


without leaving any bad conſequences 
behind. | 


When this cannot be effected, the 


diſeaſe ends in either exſudation, ſup- 
puration, ſcirrhus, gangrene, or mor- 
tification, 
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tification,, according to the violence 
of the diſeaſe, and the nature of the 
affected part. Hence, the. patient 
either dies quickly, or lingers out a 
longer exiſtence, under a complica- 
tion of various diſtreſsful ſufferings. 


Every day furniſhes us with melan- 
choly inſtances of this kind, all de- 
rived from one and the ſame ſource, 


inattention and neglect in the patient 
at the firſt attack of the diſeaſe. 


There is no order. of diſeaſes to 
which we can with more propriety 
adapt the excellent rule “ principus 
obſta”, than this of inflammations; 

| and 
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ant it is of great importance to en 


force it. We every day ſee examples 


of Hectic Fevers and Confumptions, . 
all ariſing from internal ſuppurations, 


the conſequences of a previous in- 
flammation neglected or ill cured. ' 


I think it unneceſſary to treat par- 
ticularly upon the two firſt ſpecies of 
Phlegmaſiæ, the Common Phlegmon, 
and the Ophthalmia; they are ſeldom 
ſo violent as to affect the ſyſtem in 
general, and call for Antimonials; 
they are uſually eaſily cured by: eva- 
euations and topical remedies. We 
therefore proceed to the reſt in their 
order. 

of 


Sl 


of the Panama” 


When an inflammation: has ſeized” 
the brain, or its meninges, the dif- 
eaſe is termed a Phrenitis; the ſymp- 
toms of which vary according to the 
part affected. If the membranes in- 
veſting the brain be the feat of the 
inflammation, the pain is violent and 
throbbing, the delirium furious, and 
the ſymptoms of inflammatory dia- 
theſis very acute. When the diſeaſe 
is ſeated in the ſubſtance of the brain, 
the pain is obtuſe, but conſtant, the 
&lirium of the low mutterring kind, 

the 


® Pyrexia acuta; dolor capitis; rubor faciei et oculorum ; 


lucis et ſoni intolerantia ; pervigilium ; delirium ferox vel 


Typhomania, Neſel. metbods p. 265. 
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the vaſcular irritation much leſs re- 
markable, and mixed with thoſe de- 
noting irritability. 


An inflammation. of the brain is 
ſeldom met with in thoſe temperate 
latitudes as an original diſeaſe, but 
is very common in hot climates. But 
as a ſymptomatic diſeaſe, we daily fee 
it. an attendant upon various kinds of 
Fever. It is a moſt dangerous com- 
plaint, and quickly deſtroys the pa- 
tient, as every one will judge when 
they conſider the great importance of 
the affected part to animal life. The 
moſt ſpeedy and efficacious means of 
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aſiſtance muſt be 1 death or ſap- 
puration ſoon taking place. 


To prevent which, the patient muſt 
be blooded plentifully from a large 
orifice, or even both arms at once, 
until he becomes faint. Antimonials 
jined with ſedatives are to be given 
n the manner related under Inflam- 
matory Fever; only.we muſt be-care- 
ful how we increaſe the determination 
the head by fruitleſs and violent ef- 
forts to vomit, and it is neceſſary to 
promote a quick evacuation down- 
wards by the ſaline purgatives. To- 
pical bleeding is often very uſeful, 
tipecially by leaches, three: or four 
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being put upon each temple z the ju ad 


«gular veins, or temporal artery, hae W the 
ſometimes been opened with benefit, MW ind 


but the practice is not very common. cel: 


After the inflammatory diatheſis is W he 
by this means taken off, or.conſidera- tien 
'bly abated, the topical inflammation W dan 


mmuſt be reſolved by a bliſter covering ver. 
the whole head; which, in order to 
prevent ſtrangury, ſhould be ſhaved I 
ſome haurs befare-the plaiſter is-ap: | 


Dr. Whytt (Oer vations on Nervous 
Diſeaſes, cap. 8, p. 446) greatly te. 
*» * :commends warm pediluvia, and fo- 
mentations to the legs in this diſeaſe, 


and 


1 27 
and relates ſeveral inſtances ſhewing 
their efficacy in abating dehrium, and 
inducing compoſure and ſlecp. That 
celebrated Profeſſor aſſures us that 


he has by ſuch means ſaved more pa- 
tients who appeared to be in great 
danger, in the delirious ſtate of a Fe- 


ver, than by any other remed y. 


In conſequence of his recommen- 


dation, I have frequently put them 
in practice, and have ſometimes been 
ſurprized at their ſpeedy and excel- 
lent effects; and as the practice is 
not general, would wiſh to recom- 
mend it, | 


1128] 
"The patient ſhould fit with his legs 


up to the knees in water of a proper 1 
Warmth, for half an hour at a time, * 
unleſs faintneſs ſhould intervene, dry- by 


ing them well afterwards, and wrap- o 
ping them up in flannel. This muſt tr 
be frequently repeated, according to me 
their effects, and the ſituation of the 
patient. 
But when the patient 1s too weak * 
to ſupport an erect poſture, fomenta- pa 
tions are to be applied to his legs and fla 
thighs as he lays in bed, by flannel PE 
cloths wrung out of hot water. 


Vhen 
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When the ſubſtance of the brain 
is affected, the patient in a low ſtate, 
and the ſymptoms of weakneſs and 
irritability obſervable, ſtimulants are 
to be uſed, and the ſyſtem is to be 
ſtrengthened, as mentioned in a for- 


mer part. 


Of the Cynancue *. 


The Cynanche, or Quincy, is of 
five. kinds, varying according to the 
part of the throat in which the in- 


flammation is ſeated, or the peculiar 
circumſtances of the diſeaſe. 


I 1. Cynanche 
|  * Pyrexia aliquando typhodes 3 rubor et dolor faucium 
deglutitio et ſpiratio difficilis, cum anguſtiz in faucibus 
feaſu, Neſol. Method. p. 267. 
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x. Cynanche Tonſillaris. This is 
the moit common kind of ſore taroat, 
generally ſo flight as not to affect the 
ſyſtem in general, and is ſeldom at- 
tended with inflammatory diatheſis to 


any great degree. It may often be 
cured by a frequent injection of any 


common gargle by means of a ſy- 
ringe, by which a load of thick viſ- 


cid mucus is brought away, and the 


part greatly relieved; bleeding and 
ſaline purgatives are ſometimes requi- 
red, ſeldom Antimonials. 


2. Cynanche Ulceroſa, Maligna, or 


Gangrænoſa. This is the ulcerous 


fore throat of Dr. Fothergill. (Cee 
bis 


ou3 
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his Treatiſe on the Ulcerous ſore Throat.) 
This diſeaſe is not very aptly brought 
in under the head of Phlegmaſiz, 
being properly a Putrid Remittent 
Fever, requiring the ſame method of 
cure with the other Fevers of that 


kind, as given in a former part; it 
muſt conſequently not be included in 
this place. 


3. Cynanche Trachealis; when the 
inflammation has ſeized the upper 
part of the trachæa, or wind-pipe. 'It 


is a moſt dangerous diſeaſe from the 
impediment pat to reſpiration, which 
is often totally ſtopt, and the patient 
dies * ſuffocated. There is a 


12 ſpecies 


X 


( 732 

ſpecies of. this kind of Quincy often 
ſeen in young children, who are of- 
ten ſuffocated by it before danger is 
apprehended. Dr. Home profeſſedly 
treats of it under the name of Suffo- 
catio Stridula, or the Croup. . 
£566 Cynanche Pharyngea; when the 
diſeaſe is ſituated in the Pharynx, 
rendering the action of ſwallowing 
extremely difficult, or even impoſli- 
ble. It is a comman diſeaſe; but, as 

it may exiſt without any material hurt 

put to reſpiration, it is not ſo fatal a 
the laſt-mentioned one. 


/ 5, Cynanche 


* 
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Cynanche Parotidea. This is not 
properly an inflammation © of the 
throat; but of the parotid gland, 
which becomes ſo ſwelled and painful 
as to render the motion of the lower 
jaw very difficult; from vicinity of 
parts it is often attended with ſome 
degree of ſoreneſs in the throat. It 
is a very common difeaſe in winter, 
commonly called the Mumps. 


When-any of thefe kinds of Quin- 
cy are ſo violent as to affect the ſyſ- 
tem in general, and bring on the 
ſymptoms of inflammatory diatheſis, 
antimonials with ſedatives are requi- * 
red to be given in the manner mention- 

I 3 ed 


7 
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ed in a former part, bleeding being 
premiſed, and bliſters muſt be appli- 
ed behind each ear, or, in urgent 
caſes, quite round the throat. 


In general they give way to bleed- 
ing, faline purges, bliſters, and fre- 
quent gargling; that is, when the ge- 
neral habit is but ſlightly affected. 


When the third ſpecies is ſo violent 
as to threaten immediate ſuffocation, 
bronchotomy mult be performed, 
by which life has often been preſerved. 
When, in the fourth kind, the pal- 
ſage of the food into the ſtomach is 


totally obſtructed, the patient may 


be 


del 
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Of the PzRIPNEUMONIA *. 


A Peripneumony, or inflammation 
of the lungs, is a very common and 
fatal diſeaſe in this country. Indeed, 
when we conſider the tender ſtruc- 
ture of the lungs, . their importance 
to life, and their conſtant expoſure to 
the different ſtates of our variable at- 
moſphere, we ceaſe to wonder at the 
number of thoſe who die of this diſ- 

caſe, 

„ Pyrexia; 'peftcris fab Berno vel inter ſcapulas dolor 
obtuſus z anxietas; ſpirandi difficultas z tuſſis plerumque 


humida,- ſzpe cruenta ; pulſus aliquando mollis; faciei tu- 
midæ color purpureus. Noſol. Method. p. 271. 


be. ſupported by broth or ſtarch olyſ- 


a 4 4 
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| eaſe, and its frequent conſequence a a 
pulmonary conſumption. 


The ſymptoms of inflammatory 
diatheſis, unleſs where the inflamma- 
tion is very extenſive, and perhaps 
ſome part. of the pleura alſo affected, 
are not ſo remarkable in a Peripneu- 
mony as in ſome others of the diſeaſes 
of this claſs; for the ſubſtance of 
the lungs is not endowed with any 
great degree of - ſenſibility. Hence 
the patient is ſeldom deſtroyed by 
the ſtrong action of the veſſels upon 
the brain, but is. ſuffocated by the 
circulation of the blood through the 
lungs being impeded, its. conſequent 

accumulation 
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accumulation- about the right ventri- 
cle of the heart, and congeſtion in 
the veſſels of the brain. 


The cure requires copious and re- 
peated bleedings, not only with an 
intent of weakening the ſyſtem, but 
alſo diminiſhing the quantity of blood 
circulating through the lungs, and 
thus preventing ſuffocation. 


The good effects of Antimonials 
are not ſo immediately evident in this 


diſeaſe, as in ſome other topical in- 


flammations, though equally indica- 
ted. They are not required to be 
taken fo as to bring on profuſe eva- 


cuations, 


cw + 
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cuations, but their operation muft 
be carefully directed to the ſurface 
by plentiful warm dilution, and other 
means mentioned in a former part, in 
order to produce equable circulation, 


and take off the determination to the 


lungs. Bliſters to the ſides or back 
muſt not be neglected. 


This diſeaſe is ſometimes cured by 


an increaſed evacuation from the mu- 
cous glands; hence the utmoſt atten- 


tion 1s requiſite to promote expecto- 
ration, and encourage it when, it ap- 
pears by the preparations of ſquills, 
gum ammoniac, &c. and drawing in 
the teams of warm water, or from 


infuſions 
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infuſions of the pectoral herbs into 
the lungs by a proper apparatus. 


Of the PLEuURITIS. 


When an inflammation attacks any 
part of the pleura, or membrane li- 
ning the internal parts of the thorax, 
and inveſting the lungs, the diſeaſe is 
called a Pleuriſy. A very common 


| diſeaſe in the winter and 'pring 


months F. 


The ſymptoms of general vaſcular 


irritation or inflammatory diatheſis 


appear 


+ Pyrexia; dolor lateris pungens; inſpiratio dolens; de- 


cubitus, plerumqʒ in latus aſfectum, moleſtus; tuſſis dolen · 


tiſima, initio ſicca, poſtea humida, 1885 cruenta. "IM 
Method. p. 273+ 


+ 


* 4 4 
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appear to a more violent degree in 
this than moſt other topical inflam- 
mations; hence the power of Anti- 
monials in the cure of it is very re- 
markable. 


After one plentiful bleeding, I 
never ſaw an inſtance in which the 
emetic tartar joined with ſedatives, 
in the manner given under Inflamma- 
tory Fever, failed of effecting a cure. 


It ſhould be given ſo as to raiſe a gen- 


tle nauſea; its operation downwards 
is to be promoted by the ſaline laxa- 
tives, and its determination to the 
ſurface by warm diluting liquors, &c. 


By 
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By this means, I have known the 


diſeaſe, when violent, carried off .in 


a few hours; the patients quickly re- 
covered their -uſual health, as the 
ſyſtem had not been weakened by 


profuſe bleedings. 


If, after the inflammatory diatheſis 
is taken off, ſome degree of pain is 
left in the part, a bliſter muſt be im- 
mediately applied, in order to, prevent 
a relapſe. 


A Pleuriſy is like the Peripneu- 
mony, ſometimes cured by evacuation 
from the mucous glands, reguiring 


- 
the 8 
* 
4 
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the ſame caution and treatment as was 
there given. 


When a due attention is given to 
the character of a Pleuriſy, it will be 
eaſy to diſtinguiſh it from a rheuma- 


tic affection of the intercoſtal muſcles, 
or ſtitches cauſed by flatulent diſten- 
tions of the bowels; 1 have known 
the larter miſtaken for a Pleuriſy, and 


the patient reduced by repeated and 


fruitleſs bleedings. 


The firſt, called the Pleurodyne 
Rheumatica, generally ſoon yields to a 
warm fomentation, volatile liniments, 
or a bliſter. 
The 


[ 143] 


is The ſecond, or Pleurodyne Flatu- 
lenta, frequent to valetudinary peo- ' 


ple, requires the ſaburra lodged in 


18 the bowels to be carried off by mild 


bu warm purgatives, and may often be 


na- mitigated by ſtimulating topics, or 


es, frictiou upon the part. 
Of the CARDITIS, 


We know from diſſections that the 
heart and pericardium are ſubject to 


been found in a ſtate of ſuppuration; 
have ſeen them cruſted over with 
inflammatory exſudation *. 


+ il 

* Pyrexi; dolor in regione cordis; anzietas; / ſpiritus 
tficilis ; tuſſis; pulſus,. inequalis; palpitatio; ſyncope. 
Nofel. Method. p, 276. | 


inflammation ; they have ſometimes . 


Ly 


| 


* 
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The diagnoſtic ſymptoms of this 8 


diſeaſe are generally ſo equivocal, that 
it will almoſt always be confounded 
with. the Peripneumony. But in the 
worlt caſes, the following ſymptoms: 
immenſe anxiety; very difficult breath- 
ing; a very quick, fluttering, and 


irregular pulſe; violent palpitations, 


cold ſweats, and faintings, ſufficient- 
ly ſhew the heart to be violently af- 
fected. 


This diſeaſe muſt be generally mor. 
tal, and that in a ſhort / time. 


The medical treatment, when time 
is given to interfere, is the ſame as in 
the Peripneumony. 


of 


| [5] 


We may ſuſpe& the omentum to 


ded 

the be inflamed, when, along with increa- 
ms: ſed vaſcular ' irritation, the patient 
ich- complains of a ſharp pain in the fore 
and part of the abdomen, increaſed by 
ons, an erect poſture, accompanied with 
ent- external tenſion and ſoreneſs. | 


This is a very uncommon diſeaſe, 


the Pleuriſy, with fomentations and 
bliſters. Suppuration mult always 
be fatal, as the purulent matter will 

LOS.» K be 


* Pyrexiaz dolor abdominis corpore erecto auctus; abſq; 
e ee Ne e IN e Noſel. 
Method.” p. 276. 


07 the eee me 


requiring the ſame treatment as in 


va) 


1 
be diſcharged among the abdominal 

th & 4 
, of the GasTrITIS®.. 

An inflammation of the ſtomach is 
a terrible, though uncommon diſeaſe; 
when obſerved, generally the effe& of 
poiſons, or nen of acrid 


8 Fubſtances. 4 


Internal medicines can ſeldom, if 
ever be given, on account of the great 
irritability of the ſtomach when in an 
inflamed ſtate, which is ſo great, that 
even the mildeft liquids are inſtantly 


; protinus rejedta; fingultus. ' Noſol. Methods, 5. 279+ 


2 8 2 5 
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al rejected, or vomited up again; - fot 
which, and an account of their ſti- 
mulus, Antimonials can never be 
exhibited. | | 
ſe; The cure chiefly depends upon 


; of large and repeated bleedings, the 
rid warm bath, fomentations and bliſters 
to the epigaſtrium. 


When the diſeaſe is cauſed by the 


drinking plentifully of mucilaginous 
and ſheathing liquors; after which, 
what remains in the ſtomach muſt be 
corrected, Thus merc. corros. ſub- 
| 1 mat. 


ſwallowing of poiſons, or other acrid 
ſubſtances, they muſt be expelled by 
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limat. is |. decompoſed by drinking 
plentifully of a weak ſolution of any 
fixt alcaline ſalt in water; by which, 
in all probability, the muriatic acid 
will leave the mercury to join with 
the alcaline ſalt and form a neutral; 
the mercury being thus reduced to 
its metallic ſtate, becomes perfectly 
harmleſs. 


OF the ExrTERITIs. 


The diſeaſe is ſo called when any 
part of the inteſtines is in a ſtate of 
inflammation . X 
An 


'* Pyrexia typhodes; dolor abdominis pungens, tendens, 
cixca umbelicum torquens; vomitus; alvus pertinaciter ad- 
 frita. Noſol. Method. p. 278. | 


Ng 
ny 
ch, 
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to 
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An inflammation of the bowels is 
produced by the common cauſes of 
inflammation, by acrid ſubſtances, 
indurated fæces, ſpaſms, wounds, 
ruptures, and introſuſceptions. It 
is a maſt acute and dangerous diſeaſe, 
often proves fatal in twelve hours, 
always before the third day, if- not 
aſſiſted: by art. | 


In this: and the former diſeaſe, the 
ſymptoms of. ſtrong vaſcular action 


are ſeldom very rem arkable, the con- 
comitant Fever being a Quotidian 
Remittent; but thoſe denoting weak- 
neſs and irritability either appear 
from the firſt, or come on very early, 

| K 3 from 


„ ings, Antimonials joined with Opi- 
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eaſed parts, and their amazing con- 


ſent with the other parts of the ſyſtem. 


As theſe parts are chiefly membra« 
nous, having but little cellular ſab- 
ſcarce take place; therefore the moſt 
powerful and ſpeedy means muſt be 
made uſe of to reſolve the inflamma- 
tion, otherwiſe a_ mortification ſoon 
comes on, and in à few hours death 


In order to diſperſe the inflamma- 
tion, after large and repeated bleed - 


ates, 


„ 
ates, to prevent their local ſtimulus. 
are to be given, and their operation 
to the ſurface promoted by the warm 
bath; pediluvia, or fomentatiohs. 
The contraction of the inflamed parts 
renders the exhibition of purgatives 
ſomeurhat doubrful 5 but frequent 
glyſters of the purgative kind muſt 
be injected. A large bliſter to the. 


I have ſeen caſts of Enteritis, in 
which the Inflammation was fo vie-- + + + 
lent as to be attended from the firſt 
attack with cold ſweats, weak trem- 
bling pulſe, coldneſs of the extre- 
mities, #. cadaverous countenance, 

and. 


3 
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and other ſymptoms of great irrita- 
tion; in ſuch miſerable caſes the af- 
fair of life and death will be ſoon de- 
termined. 


Two patients appeared to be ſa- 
ved when under ſuch calamitous cir- 
cumſtances, by being immediately 
put into a warm bath, and kept 
therein until either the pulſe roſe, or 
faintneſs ſnould intervene; the eme- 
tic tartar, combined with laudanum, 
was given in conſiderable doſes, and 
frequently repeated, as no time was 
to be loſt by an over - ſcrupulous timi- 
dity. One patient bled freely in the 
bath, a vein being opened in vain 
. before 
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before its uſe. Being taken out of 
the bath, the patient muſt be laid in 
warm blankets, and the ſweating en- 
couraged by repetitions of the bath, 
emetic tartar, and laudanum; a large 
bliſter muſt be applied to the abdſo- 
men. | 


In all caſes of Enteritis, it is ne- 
ceſſary to recollect that the diſeaſe 
may be cauſed from a ſtrangulation 
of ſome portion of the inteſtines in a 
rupture, which ſhould be diligently 
ſought after; as, in ſuch caſes, no- 
thing but the hand of a ſurgeon can 
ſave the patient. It is probable that 
moſt fatal accidents of this kind are 

derived 


* 


(J 
derived from that ſource, as ſome of 
the more common kinds of rupture 
are, at times, ſcarce to be diſcovered 
during life; it is only from difſee- 
tions that we can learn that a part of. 


the inteſtines may fall thro' the great 


foramen of the iſchium into the in- 
ternal part of the thigh, being attend- 
ed with no external ſigns it can never 
be diſtinguiſhed during life; an En- 
teritis from that cauſe. muſt inevitably. 


5 1 


of the | ntrtanc 


When an inflammation attacks any 
part of the liver, the diſeaſe is termed. 


Dany 


This is a diſcaſe ad 
jo liable to be miftaken, fo variable 
in its ſymptoms and effects according 
to the part of the viſcus diſeaſed, 
frequently fo flight in its firſt appear: 
ance, and in its progreſs ſo ſlow, as 
to render it abſolutely incurable be- 
fore any danger is apprehended, or. 


» Pyrexiaz hypchondrii dextri tenſio et dolor, fiepe 
pungens pleuritici inſtar, ſzpius obtuſus ; dolor ad clavi- 
eulam et ſummum humeri dextri ; decubitus in ſiniſtrum 
latus difficilis ; dyſpnzea z tuſſis ſicca; vomitus 3 ſingul- 
tus, Noſol. Method, p.- 279. 
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proper advice ſought after, that T 
think it of importance to treat upon 
it more fully than of the more obvi- 
ous ſpecies. of inflammation. Previz 
ous to which 1t will not be amiſs to 
Pm one obſervation. 


When a patient comphains of a 
conſtant dull pain in the right ſhoul. 
der, it is looked upon as a pretty cer- 
tain ſign of a diſeaſed liver. But this 
requires reſtriction, as that pain may 
be felt, and yet the liver be perfectly 
free from injury, and the liver may 
be diſeaſed without cauſing ſuch pain. 


If. 


I: 
on its 


not p 
but if 
pain 
reaſor 


conne 
which 
comit 
vertel 
Which 
the ſh 
the ſa 
here 
thogy 


liver. 
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If an inflammation ſeizes the Tiver 
on its right ſide, but not extending fo 
far as the-coronary ligament, -it will 
not- produce a pain in the ſhoulder; 
but if that ligament is affected, that 
pain is immediately produced. The 
reaſon is, the coronary ligament is 
connected to the diaphragm, upon 
which runs the phrenic nerve, which, 
coming out from the third or fourth 
vertebræ of the neck, ſends a branch 
which is ſpent upon the muſcles of 
the ſhoulder. As this pain is felt, for 
the ſame reaſon, when the lungs ad- 
here to the diaphragm, it is no pa- 
thognomonic ſymptom of .2 diſeaſed 
liver. 


When 
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in the membranous covering of the 
liver, the ſymptoms differ much from 
hoſe obſervable when the ſubſtance 
3s Ons affected. 


When the membrane is Anda 
i part, the pain is very 
acute, ſo as to reſemble a pleuriſy of 
che right fide, the ſymptoms of in- 
flammatory diatheſis very remarkable, 
with tenſion. and ſoreneſs in the right 

Ds = 


When it is ſeated in the cancave 
part, to the above · mentioned ſymp- 
toms are added ſuch as ariſe from dif- 
; ordered 


* 


„ 
with flatus and tormina, and if 
the common duct, or a. conſiderable 

be patic one, be affected, the paſſage 
| of the bile into the duodenum is im- 


peded, and. —— 


1 

ä \ 

„ Ia both . 

i ly affected; yet, in caſes where the 
inflammation is but ſlight, or the di- 


eaſed part not extenſive, the ſymp- 
e toms of vaſcular irritation are ſo mild 
„s 49 induce the unexperiencecꝭ to ne. 
{- MW ge preper. bleedings, and the other 
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necefſary-means of cure, till it is too 
late; hence, ſuppuration, Hectic Fe- 
ver, and certain death; a great num- 
ber of ſuch ſorrowful examples 1 
have ſeen and been called to, when 
too late to be of ſervice. 


This diſeaſe W plentiful 
bleeding; emetic tartar, joined with 
ſedatives, is then to be given, in the 
manner mentioned under Inflamma- 
tory Fever; ſaline laxatives, fomen- 
tations, and a bliſter upon the right 
eee ; a 


In this kind of Hepatitis, antimo- 


nials act as ſpecifics, by producing 
equable circulation. 


But 
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But when an inflammation ſeizes 
the ſubſtance, or internal part of the 
liver, which is not, like its mem- 
branes, endowed with an acute ſenſe 


of feeling, vey rice HO. 


[ymptoms ariſe, 


Some Phiſiologiſts, indeed, eſpe- 
cially Baron Haller, (Elementa Phy- 
fologie, Vol. VI.) deny that the in- 
ternal ſubſtance of the liver has any 


degree of ſenſibility ; but this is cer 


tainly carried too far; injections prove 


it to be vaſcular throughout. They 
argue from its having been found ul- 


cerated after death, in patients who 
never, during life, complained” of 
"Io particular 


kh 


* 
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darticular ſufferings about the part; 


but. this only ſhews that their m_ 
| ve were not ſo violent, as me 
= ſician conceived muſt * pou 
bee. when the liver is in an * 
flamed ſtate. 


This diſeaſe begins with an obtuſe 


but conſtant pain in the region of the 
liver, never acute, unleſs the mem 


branes are in ſome degree — 
et and foe n continuance of time, 
4 b ne than barely ſenſible, ox 
_ becoming more diſtreſſing. 
A - 3. 
The ſymptoms of inflammatory * 
Abet are often ſcarce obſervable, 
ient complains of ſlight chilly 
the patien | 2 
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fits, ſo ſlight'indecd as to be often at- 
tributed to the tate of the air, or 
ſome other accidental cauſe; nor are 
they followed by any remarkable in- 
creaſe of heat, yet the pulſe is quicker 
than natural, the tongue conſtantly 
white, and the evening paroxyſm of 
Fever is generally increafed to ſome 
degree. 


The moſt diſtrefſing ſymptoms in 
this diſeafe ariſe from the functions 
of the ſtomach being difturbed, and 
2 difordered excretion of the bile into 
the inteſtines. From the firſt ariſe 
loſs of appetite, nauſea, vomiting of «+ 
-phlegm, an inſipid water, yellow or 

L 2 green 


ache, inability to faſt longer than or- 
dinary, a diſtreſſing ſenſe of hollow- 
neſs and finking about the ſtomach, 
diſturbed ſleep, night-mare, and hy- 


„From the impeded or diſordered 
excretion of the bile, coſtiveneſs, and 


various degrees of jaundice, ſome- 


times an increaſed quantity of bile 


is poured into the bowels, producing 


violent gripes, looſeneſs, and bilious 
ſtools, 


n 252 8 a 


3 
Some patients have violent perio- 
dicat pains, with” a remarkable dif- 
tention of the ſtomach; ſo as to be 
eaſily felt below the xiphoide carti- 
lage; theſe generally return daily, 
eſpecially after eating, and after rack- 
ing the poor patient for two or three 
hours, go off with retchings, or vo- 
miting a little phlegm, or often very 
ſuddenly without any ſenſible evacu- 
ation, even of flatus. en 


In ſuch caſes, the muſcular fibres 
of the ſtomach ſeem to be too weak 
fufficiently to reſiſt the expanſive 
force of the air, extricated from the 
food by the digeſtive procefs, a pain- 
nel L 3 ful 
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ful inflation mult be the conſequene e. 

The reabſorption of the air, or its 
becoming in a non · elaſtic ſtate after 
digeſt ion is finiſhed, accounts for the 
fudden , abatement of pain and diſ- 


_ tention, without any ſegſible evacu- 


ation. 


With theſe ſymptoms, in a greater 
or leſs degree, the patient will be 
troubled for many weeks, or even 
months; ſometimes indeed ſo ſlight, 
that a ſuppuration comes on before 
either the patient or his phyſician ex- 
pected any ſuch matter; and he either 
dies ſuddenly with a vomiting and 
purging of a very offenſive coffee · co- 

| loured 
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lured matter, or lingers on for a 
while longer with an incurable hecti 
or purulent dropſy. I have — 5 
many examples of this kind. 


When ſymptoms of general vaſcu- 
lar irritation in any degree attend ſuch 
other ſymptoms as ſhew the liver to 
be particularly. affected, the diſcaſe is 
pretty evident. But when they are 
abſent, little quickneſs in the pulſe, 
ſcarce any increaſe of heat, thirſt, &c. 
which often do not come on until 
ſuppuration has actually taken place; 
it ſeems to me difficult to fix a pa- 
thognomonic ſign of an inflammation 
of the ſubſtance of the liver. 


[268] 
M.. Ferrein, in a memoir, upon 
this ſubject, preſented to the royal 
academy of ſciences at Paris, in 1766, 
affirms, that this latent a 
tion may be certainly known by 
the pain felt upon examining the 
liver near the xiphoide cartilage; and 
that it is. the fource of all the pains 
generally attributed to the ſtomach... 


But this method of aſcertaining the 
diſeaſe is very fallacious. Painful 
diſtentions. of the ſtomach, or colon, 
from flatus and ſpaſms, will. often. 
render the patient incapable of ſuffer- 
ing any preſſure about the pit of the 

| ſtomach, as I know from experience. 
The 


th _ 

The difeaſe is, however, a commorr 
occurrence; few eſcape it who have 
reſided long in hot climates; upon 
— they ſeem to have a ſpe- 
ific tendency to diſorder the biliary 


As. to the cure, when the fymp- 
toms of vaſcular irritation; or inflam- 
matory. diatheſis, are evident, Anti- 
monials are here of equal uſe as in 
the other ſpecies of Hepalitis, the 
reſt of the cure being the ſame. But 
when ſuch ſymptoms are not obſerva- 
ble, le, another mode of treatment be- 
3 
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I have known ſeveral, who — 
to labour under this latent hepatitis, 
cured by the extractum cicut, two 
or three grains taken twice a- day with 
three ſpoonfuls of the infuſum ama- 
rum ſimplex, the doſe of the extract 
being gradually increaſed; the bitters 
make the cicuta ſit eaſy upon the 
ſtomach, and at the ſame time prove 
an uſeful palliative. Every third or 
fourth night a few grains of calomel 
were given, and worked off the next. 
morning with a ſufficient doſe of the 
ſal. cathart. amarum. A bliſter ap- 
plied to the part never failed of being 
uſeful; alſo occaſional vomits are in- 

dicated by ſickneſs, nauſea, giddi- 
g | neſs, . 


l 


there is no chance of eſcaping.” * 


1471 J | 
neſs, head-ache, &c. Paroxyſms-of 
violent pain require the uſe of opiates, 


guarding - againſt their MR 


effects. 


When the diſeaſe has run on to 


ſuppuration, the purulent matter is 
either abſorbed into the ſyſtem, and 
the patient becomes hectic; or it 
makes its way into the ſtomach, and 
ſoon kills with a purulent vomiting; 
or it gets into the bowels, cauſing a 
purulent looſeneſs, from which the 
patient may eſcape; or burſting into 
the cavity of the abdomen, it brings 
on a purulent aſcites, from which 
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OF «be. SpLENITIS 3... 


An inflammation of the Spleen is 


rarely met with as an original diſeaſe. 


Linnæus (Genera Merb.) ſays, that 


the Fever attending this diſeaſe is a. 


Remitting Quartan; which I have 


found to be ſtrictly true in one caſe, 


indeed the only one of the kind that 
has yet occurred to- me. * 


When the ſymptoms of inflamme 
tory diatheſis are obſervable, Anti- 


monials, joined with ſedatives, have 
* Pyrexiaz hypochondrii ſiniſtri tenſio, calor, tumor, 


et dolor preſſu auctus ; abſque ſignis nephriditis. Neſt 
Metbed. P. 279- 
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as good an: effect here as in other in- 
flammations. Not neglecting bleed- 


ing, ſaline purgatives, and a, bliſter 
upon the pained part. | 


The ſubſtance of the Spleen, like 
that of the liver, has but a ſmall de- 
gee of ſenſibility, .and may be in- 


flamed and ſuppurate without much 
diſturbance to the ſyſtem, as diſſec- 


tions have frequently ſhewn. - Some- 
times the matter, without much pre- 


vious diſorder, has ſuddenly burlt in- 


to che abdominal cavity, and given 


iſe to a fatal dropſy. 


of 
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of the Apo cn 

* "When an inflammation ſcizes the 

kidneys, the diſeaſe is termed a Ne- 
2 * 
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It ariſes from the general cauſes of 
inflammation, from hurt, ſtrains, and 
violent injuries, ora ſtone in the part. 


8 g 2 


But it is not a very common diſ. 

caſe, as a determination of blood to 
tte kidneys (ROE goes off with 
bloody 

e ee 

-quensz mictio frequens urin, vel tenuis decoloris, vel ra- 


\berrimz ; vomitus ; cruris ſtupor; teſticuli ejuſdem lateris 
» rettaQtio-aut dolor. Neſel. Merbed. p. 280. 


lumbago, by the affection of the ſto- 
mach, by the retraction and pain in 
the teſticles, the numbneſs of the 
_ thigh and leg of the affected ſide, 

and by the muſcles of the loins not 


being pained when the patient en- 
deavours to raiſe himſelf. 


For the cure: After bleeding, Au- 
timonials, joined with ſedatives, are 
to be given, as directed in the Pleu- 
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-emoltient--- injections, and. -plentiful 
«dilution are not to be neglected. 


It is not common for a patient to 
become hectic in conſequence of a 
ſuppuration ef the kidneys. We 
know from diſſections that many 
have lived for many years. under ſuch 
circumſtances, as the matter finds an 
eaſy paſſage out of the body along 
with the urine, by which its abſorp- 
tion into the ſyſtem is prevented. 


- Of the CrysT1T15. 
«+» + _..A Cyſtitis, or inflammation of the 
-bladder, is ſometimes brought on by 


cantharides, by a frequent uſe of the 
catheter, 


the 


the 


unn; —— of ge 


dolorifica vel iſcuria ; teneſmus. Noſol. Method. p. 281. 


(97 ] 
catheter, by the irritatiom of a fough 
calculus, as well — . 
cauſes of inflammation. „ 1g 


It is, when in any degree violent, 
very fatal in ĩts termination, the ſymp- 
toms of irritation coming on quick, 
generally ending in gangrene and mor- 
tiication, ſeldom in ſuppuration *. 

3 SRI ONE u SUIOT URI T6 


The cure isthe ſame as in the Ne- 


Great caution muſt be uſed when 
it is neceſſary to draw off the urine 


* Pyrexiaz hypogaſtrii cumor et dolor 5 mictio ſrequens 
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ID e inches cd hen 
-womb, or uterus, is become the ſcat 
of an inflammation *. 


It aff a aac 
inflammation; from local injury, a 
bruiſes, &c. received during delivery; 
from obſtructions of the menſes and 


lochia. 


** Pyrexiaz hypogaſtrii calor, tenſio, tumor, et dolor; 08 
- ujexi tactu dolens ; vomitus. Noſo!. Method, p- 284» - 


(99) 
Antimonials are equally uſeful 
here, as in other inflammations, the 


varied according to the degree of ge- 
neral inflammation, or of irritability 
and weakneſd. When the inflaitima- 


. 


toms come on quick, and cen de- 


Waun 


Hansenet 


eminence, hold the Puerperal, or 


Child- bed Fever, to ariſe from an in- 
flammation of the uterus, and to this 
opinion have _ the medical 
treatment. | 


Moe - Bute 


%* 


[| 180] 
, But Mr „White, ; F © R. S8. of Man- 
cheſter, (in his Treatiſe on the Manage- 


ment of Pregnant and Lying-in Women) 
has ſhewn, in a very ſatisfactory man- 


ner, that the Puerperal Fever is of the 
Putrid and Remittent kind, ariſing 
from.cloſe bad air, uncleanlineſs, hot 
regimen, putridity. Hence a diffe- 
rent mode of treatment becomes ne- 
ceſſary, to what is indicated in a ge- 
nuine inflammatory diſeaſe. 


In women who have died in conſe- 
quence of this Fever, the uterus is 
ſeldom found in a diſeaſed ſtate; the 
inflamed omentum and inteſtines are 
common to Putrid Fevers in general. 


of 
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Of the RuzuMaTiSMus ®,.. 
The Rheumatiſm is of two kinds; 
one attended with Fever, termed the 
Acute; the other, from its long con- 


tinuance, and the abſence of Fever, 
is called the Chronic Rheumatiſm. 


„* 
1 


The 'Adute:Rheumurifm rfid fob 
the moſt part from wet and cold, be- 


gins with coldneſs and ſhivering, ſoon 


followed by the ſymptoms of inflam- 
matory diatheſis: acute pains ariſe 


in ſome or other of the limbs, flying 


M 3 from 
Morbus ab externa et plerumque evidente cauſa; py- 
rexia; dolor circa articulos, muſculorum tractum ſequens, 
genua et reliquos majores, potius quam pedum vel manuum 
uticulos inſeſtans. Neſol. Method. p. 232+ 
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| from one muſcular part to another, 
| neſs, and pain ſo acute that the pa- 
or even the weight of the bed-cloaths. 
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* Regarding the cure, antimonial 
joined with ſedatives, and given as in 
the Inflammatory Fever, after proper 

# bleeding, may be looked upon as 

[if — ſpecifics, as 1 have often found by 

1.00 experience. When the inflammation 

runs high, the faline purges have an 

excellent effect both in evacuating 
the bowels, and abating the generat 


- Nitre 


1 7 

Nitre alone, after bleeding, has a 
very excellent effect in the Acute 
Rheumatiſm; but it. ought to be given 
to the quantity of. an ounce. in the 
twenty-four hours, if the vaſcular ir- 
ritation be violent, nor diſſolved long 
defore it is taken, which. much dimi- 
as in niſhes its efficacy. But it is really. 
meer triſling to give it in doſes of 

as five or ſix grains once in four or ſix 
d by hours in any acute diſeaſe. 


ve an Thia diſeaſe is very liable to return 
ating upon the leaſt cold taken, to prevent. 
nerat which, nothing is ſo efficacious as ſea +. } 

4 | bathing. Perſons ſubject to-it ſhould 
Nitre never neglect wearing an under flannel. 
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waiſtcoat next the ſkin in the winter 
and ſpring months, . 


The Chronic Rheumatiſm is not 
attended with Fever, the pain is, more 
confined. and deeply ſeated, violent 


when the patient is warm in bed, -buit 


the affected parts are not red or ſwoln. 


| When it ſeizes the muſcles of the 
loins, it is called a lumbago; when 
the hip, a ſciatica, &c. 


The cure is often very difficult, 
and very different from that proper in 


the Acute Rheumatiſm; but as no 
effects are to be expected from Anti- 


monials, as febrifuges, it would be 
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improper to dwell longer upon it, in 
this place. 


However, I cannot help juſt men- 
tioning the virtues of the Sal Diure- 


. ticus in the Chronic Rheumatiſm, as 


it is not perhaps generally known; 
this medicine, taken to the quantity 


of an ounce and half, or two ounces, 


in the ſpace of twenty-four hours, has 
ſoon cured very bad caſes of this kind, 
which had for a long time obſtinately 
withſtood every other mode of treat- 


ment. 


Of the ARTHRA T1118 


Tho-dethritias or. Gough, 
diſcaſe of this order; for the deſcrip- 
tion 


= 
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dom of its ſymptoms ſhall refer my 


readers to that of Dr. Sydenham, 
(Ob ſ. Med. Trat. de Padagra) which 
„ eee eee 
liſhed *. 


It is of the utmoſt importance in 
practice to reflect, that this diſeaſe 13 


ef two kinds. The firſt, where the 


conſtitution is good, the fits regular, 
and the ſymptoms of inflammatory 
diatheſis preſent ; this we ſhall call 
the Inflammatory Gout. The other, 
» Morbus fine cauſa externa evidente; ſed praxeunte ple- 
rumque ventriculi affectione infolita ; pyrexia; dolor ad ar- 
ticulum et plerumque pedis polici, certe pedum et manu- 
um juncturis, potiſſimum infeQus ; per intervalla rever- 


tens, et ſpe cum ventriculi et internarum partium afſec-- 
tionibus aternans. Noſoh Mabed. p. 234. 


[#97] 
-ohere\ the ocafiicuniow:{s.aublitiite 
the fits irregular, and alternating with 
affections of the ſyſtem, eſpecially of 
the ſtomach and bowels; this we 
ſhall term the Chronic Gut. 


In the Inflammatory Gout, I have 
little doubt but Antimonials would + + 
be found of great uſe, as in other im 
flammationsz but as experience here 
is confined at preſent, ſhall not dwell 
3 dae aa 


de 
* 


heron: Antimonials » » 
are not indicated as febrifuges. How- 
ever, I think it may be very uſeful 
to give the general indications of cure 
| in 


[188] 

in the two kinds of gout, which we 
ſhall do from Dr. Gregory, late Pros 
feſſor at Edinburgh, whoſe prema. 
ture death was a loſs to ſcience in 
general, to medicine in particular. 
(Elements of the Practice of Plyſic.) 


In. the Inflammatory. Gout, during 
the intervals, occaſional cauſes ſnould 
be avoided; during the paroxyſm, 
the pain · muſt be mitigated, without 
repelling the gout. Theſe are effected 
by general and topical bleeding; lax- 
atives, and diaphoretics that do not 
heat or ſtimulate; light diet, cool 
en, external anodynes, and their 
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cautious uſe n in the r 
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In the D muſt in 
the intrevals ſupport the vis vitæ; 
promote equable circulation; to keep 
up free perſpiration; obviate debility, 
indigeſtion, and acidity at the ſto- 
mach; avoid all ſudden changes of 
regimen; give particular attention to 
the ſtate of the -prime viæ; to uſe 
ſuch topical applications as tend to 
invite the gout to the extremities, and 
detain it there. 


Having thus given a conciſe, yet 


T hope ſufficiently intelligible. account 


of 
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V Fevers and Inflammarions, as far 
Propoſed view of aſcertaining the vir- 
tues of Antimonials in their cure, 
it remains to recapitulate, or reduce 
to a few ſhort rules, the uſe and 
propriety of ſuch medicines in thoſe 


1. Antimonials act by aſſiſting na- 
ture in her efforts, and thus inducing 
an artificial criſis in Fevets. 


2. After this artificial criſis, or 
reſolution of Fever, is obtained, the 
ſyſtem muſt be ſtrengthened, in order 


3. They 


131 
certainty, in Fevers in which the 
3 — 
ſtrongeſt. Hence, 


4. They ought to be given in the 
beginning of Fevers; not deferred. 
until · the patient is too far reduced, 
and the ſymptoms of conſiderable 
weakneſs have made their appearance. 


cated in regular Intermitting Fevers, 
* the vital powers being here: ſufficient 
ed, the Nl ® effect a compleat ſolution: of the 
n order Fever without the aſſiſtance of art, 
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Which is only neceffary to prevent the 
recurrence of freſii paroxyſms. OREN 


6. In Remittent Fevers, which are 
all of the putrid kind, they have a 
powerful effect in bringing on inter- 
miſſions; they always render the re- 
miſſions more perfect, and make way 
for the ſafe exhibition of the Cortex. 

7. In the Synocha, or Acute Con- 
rinued Fever, their febrifuge virtue 
ſeems to be ſpecific. 


8. In the Typhus, or Slow Ner- 
vous Fever, with or without putrid 


diatheſis, their efficacy is much leſs 
apparent, 


ent the 
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arent. 
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apparent, and the propriety of their 


exhibition more doubtful. I hs 
1 an N 5 10 


9. In the Synochus, or Continued: 


Putrid Fever, they are of excellent 
uſe in procuring remiſſions, and ma- 
king way for the Cortex. 


10. In the Phlegmaſiz, or Topi- 


cal Inflammations, attended with in- 
flammatory diatheſis, they have, in 


general, a ſpecific effect. Vet there 


are ſome exceptions to this rule when 


the diſorder is ſeated in very irritable 


parts, and attended with a Fever of 
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ſuch Are mflam-: | 
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. mations of the ſubſtance of the brain, 


FINIS. 


of the ſtomach, and bowels. In ſuchk 


caſes their febrifuge virtue is leſs 


the Typhus kind 
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